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Admission
Adults 980 isk. Children 160 isk.

Thermal pools and baths in Reykjavik are a source of health, relaxation and pureness. {i} ﬁm
All of the city”s swimming pools have several hot tubs with temperatures ranging from

Tel: +354 4115000  REYKJAVIK
(98°-111°F). The pools are kept at an average temperature of FIHE (84° F) www.spacityis LOVES

#reykjavikloves
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A gigantic adventure
for the whole family

Contact us: (+354) 571 0077 / info@whalesoficeland.is



Iceland Road Guide
Get our App for free

Our app reflects the book Iceland Road Guide, the
most comprehensive guide to Iceland for 45 years

You'll find all you need for
a great trip!

More than 3.000 places
and providers service

Places with information and
pictures

Map browser

Three languages: English,
German and Icelandic

Availabe for phones and

pads (i0S 71 or newer and Android
4.3 and newer)

Download it here:

G GET ITON 2 Download on the
P® Google Play @& App Store

Voucher cc3613

Valid for 2 phones or pads

www.icelandroadguide.com | tel: 354 562 2600
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ONE SITE FITS ALL

All you ever wanted to know about Iceland

Find places & things to do by location
Jam-packed with information

Works well on all devices
User-friendly interface

Happy hour finder

Dis¢

www.visitorsguide.is



Iceland The Land of Ice and Fire

Iceland looks like a lonely little island in
the middle of the north Atlantic Ocean,
but don't let the size fool you. This hy-
peractive island is graced with a won-
derfully diverse landscape of mighty riv-
ers and fertile valleys, majestic glaciers
and mountains, active volcanoes, an-
cient lava fields and desolate highlands.
In fact, the only thing small about it, is
the human population of 350 000.

Iceland is on the mid-Atlantic Ridge of
two shifting continental plates separat-
ing Europe from America.

Volcanoes can be found all over the coun-
try, although not all of them are active.
Hekla, as beautiful as she is, was once
thought to be the entrance to hell. Other

volcanoes include the irritable, threaten-
ing Katla, situated on Myrdalsjokull and
Eyjafjallajokull, the great disrupter of air
traffic. These are all in the south and have
all erupted within the last century, along
with Krafla in the north. Approximately
11% of Iceland’s total area is covered
by glaciers. Vatnajokull, is the largest
one and its ice cap is up to 1km thick
in places. Langjokull, in the west, has a
man-made ice cave and is easily reached
from Reykjavik for day tours. One of the
smaller glaciers, Snzefellsjokull on the
Sneefellsnes Peninsula is the locale for
Jules Verne's famous novel, Journey to
the Centre of the Earth.




Meltwater from the glaciers feeds rivers
and creates beautiful waterfalls which
are visible all over the country. Many of
the spring-fed rivers and lakes contain
salmon, trout and arctic char. Other vis-
ible signs of eruptions are the beauti-
ful lava fields that make up 11% of
Iceland’s surface.

Geothermal energy is harnessed for
heating buildings and the production
of electricity. Almost 90% of Icelandic
homes are heated in this way. In fact
there are only 31 so-called cold areas
in the country, which use hydro-electric
power instead. Fossil fuels are used
mainly for transport and industrial pur

Photo: Bjérn Hréarsson
poses and make up around 15% of total
energy consumption. As a result of the
utilization of geothermal energy, Iceland
suffers minimal environmental pollution.

The Icelandic people are a hardy bunch.
Somewhat reserved and family-orient-
ed, they have a strong work ethic, a
great love of nature and an amazing
strength in standing together in times
of strife. Everyone remembers the un-
forgettable Euro 2016 and the fa-
mous Viking clap HU! Icelanders’ over-
all optimism is reflected in the attitude
of “Petta reddast” (it will all work out),
and sure enough, it does, one way or
another.

www.visitorsguide.is



Practical Information

Emergency

Emergency 112
Doctor on call 1770
Police 444 1000
Pharmacy 533 2300
Information

Weather 522 6000
Road conditions 1777
Tourist information 590 1550
International flights 425 6000
Domestic flights 570 3030
City buses 540 2700
Taxi Hreyfill 588 5522
Lost Credit Card

VISA 525 2000
MasterCard 560 1600
AMEX 575 5900
Diners (US) 1 800 234 6377

Lost and found
Left luggage (intl. airport)
Lost property (police)

425 0226
444 1000

Currency

The currency used in Iceland is the Ice-
landic Krona (ISK) and can be purchased
at the international airport and all major
banks. For exchange rates, see www.
landsbankinn.com or www.arionbanki.com

Opening Hours

Banks Mon-Fri 09 -16
Shops Mon-Fri 09 -18, Sat 10 -16
Supermarkets Daily 10 -19

Convenience Stores 24/7

Mon-Thu 11-18
Fri 11-19, Sat 11-18
Mon-Fri 09 -18
Pésthisstreeti 5
Reykjavik Excursions Flybus
Tel. 580 5400 — www.re.is / main@re.is

Buses depart from Keflavik Airport ap-
proximately 40 minutes after each flight
arrival. Buses to the airport depart from
BSI Bus Terminal 2.5 hours prior to all
flight departures.

Liquor Stores

Post Office
in City Center

Prices: One way / Return ticket:

2,950 /5,500 ISK

With hotel pick up: 3,000 / 6,950 ISK
Children 0 -11: Free of charge
Teenagers 12 -15: Half price

Iceland Excursion /

Grayline Iceland - Airport Express
Tel. 540 1313 - www.icelandexcursion.is
Transfers must be booked in advance
for guaranteed departure.

One way/Return ticket:

2,300/3,900 ISK

With hotel pick up: 2900/4900 ISK
Children O -11: Free of charge
Teenagers 12 -17: Half price

Airport Direct

Tel: 497 8000 www.airportdirect.is
Transfers to airport from Hlemmur Bus
Station. One way/Return ticket:
2390/4750 ISK + 950 ISK for hotel
pick-up and drop-off.




Pharmacies
all around Iceland

Drop by to prepare for your Iceland's leading
trip. Ligmuli, Reykjavik and retail pharmacy
Smadratorg, Képavogur are

open 8 am-12 pm, every day.

. [Livea

- Lifid heil

See Reykjavik map insert for more locations (between pgs 18/19)

www.visitorsguide.is



The Greater Reykjavik Area

The Greater Reykjavik Area includes
Reykjavik City and the surrounding towns
of Képavogur, Gardabeer, Hafnarfjoréur,
Seltjarnarnes and Mosfellsbeer. Over the
past few years the municipalities in the
area have increased in size and popula-
tion, and as a result the towns lie relatively
close together. Despite this, the towns are
independent and have all got their own
councils, sports clubs, swimming pools
and history.

Reykjavik

Reykjavik, is the northernmost capital
in the world, known for its rich cultural
scene, exciting nightlife and relaxed at-
mosphere. The town centre has a quirky
mixture of colourful ironclad houses and
modern concrete buildings and offers a

selection of shops, restaurants and sites
of historical interests. Some of the best-
known landmarks are Hallgrimskirkja
Church, Harpa Concert Hall and
Perlan, ideal for panoramic views of the
surrounding mountains. Other points of
interest are the Solfarid sculpture on

the seashore and the piece of Berlin
wall at Hofdi. For shopping, Kringlan of-
fers a variety of indoor shops and fast
food restaurants and is conveniently lo-
cated close to recreational areas such as
Laugardalur Valley and Nauthdlsvik
beach.

Koépavogur

Képavogur, lies south of Reykjavik
and is centrally-located in the greater
Reykjavik area, with easy access to the
nearby towns. The town offers unspoilt,
family-friendly greens and close proxim-
ity to Ellidavatn lake. Képavogur has two
thermal swimming pools and is home
to Smaralind, the largest shopping cen-
tre in Iceland. Sites of interests include
Salurinn, Iceland’s first specially de-
signed Concert Hall and Gerdarsafn art
museum.

Gardabezer

Gardabeer is situated between Képavogur
and Hafnarfjérdur and is characterized by
its long, leafy streets and surroundings
of unspoilt nature. Historical sites of in-
terest are in Hofsstadir Archaeological
park, Krokur historical farm (open during
summer) and the Museum of Design &
Applied Art. To the West of Gardabaer
is Alftanes, a small neighbourhood ideal
for nature and coastal walks and home to
Bessastadir, the president’s residency.
For further information, go to the Culture
chapter on page 20.




Hafnarfjoréur

Hafnarfjérdur is a charming harbour
town south of Gardabeer, surrounded by
fields of lava. The town centre is small
and cosy, with a variety of small shops,
cafes and galleries. Hafnarfjoréur has
three swimming pools, including a family-
friendly indoor pool that is located in the
newer area of Hafnarfjordur. For sites
of cultural interest, the Hafnarfjordur
Museum offers an insight into Icelandic
history, and the Viking Village restau-
rant celebrates this theme with tradition-
al Icelandic food, historical settings and
the annual Viking Festival. [shestar of-
fers horse-riding tours in the surround-
ing area. For further information, go to
the Culture chapter.

Hélmasund

S

Seltjarnarnes

Reykjavik 3
£
2 ik,
© br,
- £ Qug
= X
Seylan e Fossvogur
= Kopavogur
Alftanes o
Lambhiisatjsrn s
Arnarnesvogur &
Skagtjorn P
§
g
Gardabaer >
@
Hafnarfjoréur

. o
A}

Seltjarnarnes
Setljiarnarnes is a residential town to the
west of Reykjavik. The beach at Grétta is
popular for walking and leads to Grétta
Lighthouse, with excellent views over
parts of Reykjavik and Faxafléi Bay.
Mosfellsbaer

Mosfellsbeer is a family-friendly town,
with plenty of natural surroundings, pop-
ular walking routes and two swimming
pools. Around 10 minutes from the cen-
tre towards Pingvellir is Gljafrasteinn
Museum, the former home of Iceland’s
Nobel laureate Halldér Laxness. For
further information, go to the Culture
chapter on page 20.
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THE POWER OF ICELAND

CLEAN, RENEWABLE ENERGY

Leading the way

The power of nature is at work in Iceland in more ways than one. Instead of using
fuels such as coal or oil, which cannot be replaced, Iceland meets virtually all of its
needs for electricity and heating with renewable resources. In fact, the country is
widely recognised as a world leader in sustainable energy development.

Heat for homes, greenhouses & pools

For over one hundred years, Iceland has harnessed natural forces to generate clean
energy. Today, all of the country's electricity comes from renewable resources; hydro,
wind and geothermal. Around 70% is currently generated by hydro power, and the
rest by geothermal and wind power.

What's more, geothermal energy provides heating and hot water for the majority of
buildings in Iceland. This renewable energy has helped to inspire numerous entrepre-
neurial companies in sectors as diverse as genetics, health-related tourism and fish
farming. It plays an essential role in growing vegetables all year round in geothermal
greenhouses, as well as providing enjoyment in the form of geothermal pools all
around Iceland.




The Power of Iceland 10 | 11
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Visitor’'s Guide

Back of the map




BEST PRICE GUARANTEE

Golden Circle + Glaciers * Northern Lights + Whale Watching < and much more...

www.tripguide.is
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Statistics .\ 1 |celand

Population in January 2018

lceland ... 348,450
Reykjavik City............... 126,041
Képavogur..........ooovvv. 35,970
Hafnarfjéréur ................ 29,412
Akureyri (Capital of the North) ... .18,787
Westman Islands............... 4,284
isafjsréur (in the West Fords) . . . . . 3,707
Egilsstadir (in the East). .......... 2,464
Grimsey Island (in the North) ........ 61

Source: Statistics Iceland

Number of Tourists 2008-2017

2017, i 2.195,271
2016, . 1.792,201
2016, 1.289,100
2014, .o 998,600
2013, 807349
2012, 672,773
2011, 565,611
2010, .o 488,622
2009, .. 493,900
2008. ... 502,000

Al airports and Smyril Line. Excluding cruise ships - approx. 100,000
in 2016

Main Nationalities Visiting Iceland
in 2017

USA......... 26.3%  Canada 4.7%
UK. 14.7%  China...3.9%
Germany....... 71%  Sweden 2.6%
France........ 4.6%  Norway 2.2%

Through KEF

Source: The Icelandic Tourist Board

Country km?
lceland ..o 102,775
Glaciers ..o 23,805
Lakes oo 2757
Highlands..................... 42,700
RingRoad ................. 1,332 km
Allroads.................. 12,955 km
Coastline ................... 4,970 km
Highest Waterfalls m
Foss, Morsarjokli ................. 228
Glymur .o 190
Hengifoss ... 128
Seljalandsfoss ... 65
Skégafoss.....ooiiiiii 62
Dettifoss. ... 44
Gullfoss ... 32
Godafoss. ..o 12
Biggest Glaciers km2

Vatnajokull...............oooo0. 8,300
Langjokull ..o 9563
Hofsjokull. ... 925
Myrdalsjokull. ... 596
Drangajokull ..o 160
Eyjafjallajokull. ..o 78
Tungnafellsjokull .................. 48
Périsiokull ..o 32
Eirtksjokull. ... 22
Préandarjokull. ... 22

www.visitorsguide.is



Apps for Iceland

Modern technology makes information easily obtainable and travelling much easier. Below
is a list of useful apps for the smart traveller, helping you to be up to date with all the
current and important information about Iceland.

112 Iceland

The number one safety app in Iceland. This app allows you to do two things: regular check-ins
that document your current location, and if needed, send an SMS to the Icelandic emergency
service with your phone’s GPS location.

Iceland Road Guide

A really useful app when traveling around Iceland. The Iceland Road Guide is your key to
Iceland’s most important places, with information on geography, culture and history.

Use the App voucher offer in the front of this book.

Appening Today

Sometimes it can be difficult to keep up with all the events and venues available, especially when
visiting a new country. Appening Today shows you every single event that is on in the Greater
Reykjavik Area for each day of the year, making sure you won't miss a thing during your stay.

Aurora Alerts Northern Lights

Seeing the Northern Lights is an unforgettable experience and many tourists come to Iceland
with this in mind. The Aurora Alerts app increases the likelihood of sightings, as it tells you where
and when you are likely to see the beautiful Northern Lights.

Hreyfill
With this taxi app you can quickly and conveniently book a taxi, skipping queues and unneces-
sary phone calls.

Icelandic Phrasebook

Most Icelanders speak good English, so you should not have any communication difficulties
during your stay. Nevertheless, it is always fun to try out the local language. The Icelandic
Phrasebook helps you to learn the local language and contains Icelandic sentences for various
occasions.

For more apps, see pg 30
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DAY TOURS & ACTIVITIES

BEST PRICE GUARANTEE
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DRIVING

Road conditions in Iceland are very
different to those in other countries,
so it's very important to be well pre-
pared and aware. The roads are nar-
rower with very little shoulder space,
so find a side road or wider space
to pull out if you want to stop safely.
Remember you are not alone on the
road, even if it feels like that some-
times. There are also gravel roads in
Iceland and it is common that acci-
dents happen when the road changes
from tarmac to gravel. Reduce your
speed when approaching a gravel
road and slow down for oncoming
vehicles. This helps to prevent stones
flying into windscreens and skidding.
The speed limit on paved roads out-
side urban areas is 90 km/h. Seat
belt use for driver and passengers is
required by law — your life may de-
pend upon it, even in the back seat!

Drivers can be easily distracted by
the beautiful landscapes and animal
life along the way. Please remember
to keep your attention on the road

I N

ICELAND

while driving at all times. Pulling
over on the side of the main road is
strongly forbidden and causes acci-
dents.

Conditions on mountain roads can be
very different to those in the lowlands,
even along the paved Ring road. You
will come across single-lane bridg-
es, tunnels and roads on your trav-
els around Iceland. The general rule
is that the first vehicle to arrive has
the right-of-way, so slow down and
assess the situation. Blind rises and
corners can be found in many plac-
es and should be approached with
caution as lanes are not always sep-
arated.

You can expect livestock to be along-
side the road or even on it - reduce
speed immediately and use your horn.
Be aware of lambs separated from
mothers. Sheep are known to cross
the road in front of oncoming cars
sometimes. Highland driving some-
times requires crossing rivers with a
4x4 - there is no insurance cover for
damage that can be linked to cross-
ing rivers. The risk is yours!

Weather can be hazardous and un-
predictable, so make sure you check
alerts regarding weather on www.
safetravel.is and www.road.is for road
conditions/closures.

Read more on www.safetravel.is.




travelic

The official source
for safe adventure in Ice/and

Good preparation is the
key for a successful travel.

Keep the below points in mind:

Always leave your travel plan with someone
who can react if needed and on safetravel.is

Check the weather forecast. In Iceland the
weather can change very fast

Remember to bring the right equipment for
the kind of travel you are planning

Map, compass and GPS should always be
used when travelling outside urban areas

Your first destination should always be
www.safetravel.is

our website safetravel.is

()
.
Scan this to enter www.safetravel.is ICE-SAR

ICELANDIC ASSOCIATION
FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE

www.visitorsguide.is




RVK Map Culture Dining Pubs Shopping

Dining pg 52 f Shopping pg 118

Culture House ......... 1 ABBIER ccanono00000an0n 2 )
k Il 1
Einar Jénsson Sculpture Bastard Brew & Food ... 3 “,ijeaﬁ?arﬁohﬂﬁwéﬁr? . 2
Museum ... 2 Bergsson Mathds ...... 4 Gibert Ursmidur 3
Eisﬁﬁgrgﬁggeé;ﬂfg 2 3 Eergsson RE 2 Farmers and Friends ... 4
aruso ... e
The Icelandic Symphony Caruso Harbor = Hand. Knlttlng Assoc. ... 5
Orchestra ............. 4 a “_SO, 2o Reykjavik Raincoats . 6
Icelandic Opera .. B Dlariifiigs Pirzz 22 Feidur 7
National Gallery of .. ElSanto ....... 8  Kirsuberjatréd .......... 8
Iceland ........... 6  Forréttabarinn B | LanaMatusa ooy 9
National Museum of Geysir Bistro . 10 Herrafataversiun Gudsteins 10
Iceland .....ovvvien 7 Grillhsio ... OGAM oo 1
The Nordic House 8  Islenski Barinn 12 2000 oo 19
see location no. 8 on RVK insert map Jomfrdin 8| | |celandic KNives ... ....
'|’\'Ahe el e [RERIS o cocc 9 Kaffi Tar ... 23 ec location no.1 on RVK Insert map
USBUM oo Kaffi Loki 24 | Vesturrost 13
Reykjaw’k Museum of ... scelocationno, 24 on RVK insertmap |
Photography ........... 10 ol : i :
Saga Museum ......... 11 KO """"""""""" .
Aurora Reykjavik ....... 12 opar ' "'
T M Ve .. 13 Restaurant Reykjavik ... 15
The Settlement ......... Salka Valka <. 16
Exhibition ............. 14  Shalimar 17
Sigurién Olafsson Museum 15 Sumac ..... 18
see location no.14 on RVK insert map Sushi Social .. 19
Whales of Iceland ....... Seeta Svinid .. 20
see location no on RVK insert map Tapas Barinn . o 21
Videy Island. ........... Viking Village. ...........
see location no.4 on RVK insert map see location no. 21 on page 51
The Museum of Design and
Applied Art — Gardabzer Gl Pubs & Nightlife pg 98
560 Page 49, .kt American B ]
Hafnarborg - Hafnarfjérdur wigilezl =k anag :
Centre of Culture and Fine Be”.%agsﬁ Kro (The .. 9
Art scepage 51 o vvvrennn 17 Zansntu :
Asarimur JG Collecti 18 The Drunk Rabbit ...... 8
sgrimur Jénsson Collection The English Pub .. ... 2

The Irishman Pub 5 5

[slenski barinn — The ...

IcelandicBar ........... 6

KaldiBar .............. 7

Lebowski Bar .. . 8

Petersen Svitan ........ 9




How Much Things Cost

Restaurants / Cafés / Bars ISK

Hamburger and fries from 1,900
Soup of the day from 1,800
Hot meal of the day from 1,900
Appetizer from 2,000
Main course from 2,800
Dessert from 1,700
Wine bottle from 5,000
Coffee from 450
Beer from 1,000
Tap water Free
Groceries ISK
Milk 130
Coca-Cola 1/2 - 2litre 130-250
Hot dog 420
Bread 350-500
Snack bar 100+
Souvenirs ISK
Woollen pullover from 20,000
Woollen hat from 4,500
Woollen mittens from 4,700
Woollen socks from 4,700

Silver necklaces Viking theme from 4,000

DISCLAIMER: These prices are a guide
only and may differ from time to time

Recreation & Activities ISK
Cinema, one ticket 1,600
Ticket to a symphony 3,000
Nightclub entrance 0-1,000
Spa treatments from 11,000
Museums 1,200
Thermal swimming pools 900
Transportation ISK
Petrol, 1 liter around 195
Flybus to the airport 2,950

- with hotel pickup 3,950

Airport Express - with hotel pickup 2,400
Taxi to the airport (1-4 pax, 08-17) *16,000
Taxi to the airport (1-4 pax, 17-08) *16,400
Taxi to the airport (5-8 pax, 08-17) 21,600
Taxi starting fee (1-4 pax) 690
Bus from Reykjavik to Akureyri 10,120

City bus, single ticket 460
City bus, 1-day card 1,700
City bus, 3-day card 4,000
Night bus 920
* Approx price

Day Tours ISK
Reykjavik sightseeing from 6,400
Reykjavik hop on/off from 3,500
Gullfoss and Geysir from 10,5600

Blue Lagoon (summer price) from 9,700

Whale watching tour from 9,900
Rent a Car * Approx. ISK
Summer/unltd. mileage  from 21,300
Winter/unltd. mileage from 15,000

* Includes basic insurance

www.visitorsguide.is



Your Guide to Culture

Better weight

than wisdom

a traveller cannot carry.
The poor man’s strength
in a strange place,
worth more than wealth.

from Havamal Eddaic poems (AD 700-900)

DID YOU KNOW: Our new website has a user-friendly interface?



Culture

Your Guide to Culture

Cultural Venues - Museums Map - More Apps for Iceland - Origin
of Icelanders - Vikings and the Discovery of America - Icelandic
Folk Legends - Art - Literature - Theatre

Main Events and Holidays - Icelandic Names/Top 10

Gardabeer Map - Hafnarfjordur Map

www.visitorsguide.is



Your Guide to Culture

Cultural Venues

At Arbzer Open Air Museum

Iceland is rich in cultural heritage and
traditions, and offers a variety of art &
cultural events throughout the year. The
various museums and galleries exhibit
an exciting mixture of ancient heritage
and modern trends, set to embrace

Icelandic culture from the Viking era, up
to the 21st century. Festivals and cul-
tural venues are of great importance for
most Icelanders, and are celebrated in
the Greater Reykjavik Area and in the
countryside. Popular festivals include
Iceland’s Independence Day and
Secret Solstice in June, Culture Night
and Reykjavik Pride in August, and the
popular Airwaves Music Festival held
in November each year. Other festivals
include Reykjavik International Film
Festival and Reykjavik Arts Festival
that is held every other year. Many of
the cultural venues are family friendly,
so everyone should find something of
interest during their stay in Iceland.

The Culture House (1]
Hverfisgata 15, tel. 530 2210

The Culture House offers the exhibi-
tion, Points of View, which takes guests
on a journey through the Icelandic visual
world of past and present. Artefacts and
works of art from the varied collections
of six institutions, provide a reflection of
Iceland’s visual art history and cultural
heritage. The ground floor houses the
Café Julia & Julia and a museum shop.

Einar Jonsson Sculpture Museum &
Eiriksgata,opposite Hallgrimskirkja church

Sculpture museum and garden
dedicated to the works of Einar Jons-
son, one of Iceland’'s most beloved
sculptors.

Harpa Concert Hall and (3]

Conference Centre
Austurbakki 2. Ticket office tel. 528 5050

Harpa is Reykjavik’s newest and most
distinguished landmarks. It is a cul-
tural and social centre in the heart
of the city and is home to Icelandic
Symphony Orchestra, Icelandic Opera,
the Reykjavik Big Band and Maximus
Musikus. Harpa is open daily from 8:00
- 24:00 and has various facilities such as
Smurstddin or Kolabrautin restaurants,
Epal design store, Upplifun gift store and
bus and tourist information. Harpa also
offers daily guided tours and exhibitions.
For a full events calendar, please visit
www.harpa.is

n = Ref. on Museums Map.



Cultural Venues

The Icelandic Symphony Orchestra £}
Harpa, tel. 545 2500

The Icelandic Symphony Orchestra en-
joys the prestigious status of a major or-
chestra, due to excellent reviews on the
orchestra’s recordings in recent years
and its wonderful interpretation of many
of the great classical works.

Icelandic Opera (5 ]
Harpa, tel. 511 6400

The Icelandic Opera produces a versatile
programme each season with the par-
ticipation of Icelandic artists. The reper-
toire ranges from classical operas to new
pieces by Icelandic composers, and also
includes regular lunchtime concerts and
other events.

National Gallery of Iceland @
Frikirkjuvegur 7, tel: 515 9600

The National Gallery puts emphasis on
19th and 20th century Icelandic art, al-
though international art is also shown in
the museum. The museum holds regu-
lar exhibitions of its collection, as well as
by individual artists. The National Gallery
has a gallery shop and café.

National Museum of Iceland a
Hringbraut 41, tel: 530 2200

The National Museum gives a compre-
hensive picture of Iceland’s history. It
holds permanent exhibitions, such as,
Making of a Nation — Heritage and His-
tory in Iceland, as well as a variety of
temporary exhibitions. The museum is
situated close to the University of Ice-
land and has a café and a museum store
on the ground floor.

www.visitorsguide.is
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AURORA 'lH/iK
THE NORTHER ER

EXPLORE LEARN DISCOVER

Can’t catch the Northern Lights?

Don't worry, we have already done it for you

Visit us and enjoy our multimedia exhibition

OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 09:00 - 21:00

Grandagardur 2 - 101 Reykjavik. Near the old harbour.
Tel: (+354) 780 4500 - www.aurorareykjavik.is

www.visitorsguide.is




A\ | Borgarségusafn Reykjavikur

A Reykjavik City Museum

Reykjavik City Museum,
engaging |journeys
through culture,
heritage and history.

Experience the history of Reykjavik

in a lively and engaging way at the
Reykjavik City Museum. Comprising five
individual sites, the museum was founded
to preserve Reykjavik’s culture and
heritage, which dates back to the arrival
of the first settlers in the late 9th century.

www.reykjavikcitymuseum.is






Your Guide to Culture

Cultural Venues

The Nordic House a
Sturlugata 5, tel. 551 7030

The Nordic house, designed by archi-
tectural and design legend Alvar Aalto
in 1968, is a cultural institution that
organizes a diverse program of cul-
tural events and exhibitions. The Nor-
dic house also has a shop for Nordic
design and food products, exhibition
space, auditoriums and a restaurant.
See no. 8 on RVK map.

The Icelandic Phallological Museum £
Laugarvegur 116 tel. 561 6663

Situated near Hlemmur bus station. The
museum contains a large collection of
penises and penile parts belonging to
almost all the land and sea mammals
that can be found in Iceland, including
those of Homo sapiens.

Reykjavik Museum of Photography )
Tryggvagata 15 (top floor) tel. 411 6390
The museum focuses on the
Reykjavik’s rich history and contempo-
rary culture through a collection of six
million photographs and various
exhibitions that are held each year.

Saga Museum @
Grandagardur 2 tel. 511 1517

The Saga Museum recreates key
moments of Icelandic history and brings
the sagas to life whilst guiding visitors
through the museum with an audio
guide.

Aurora Reykjavik @
Grandagardur 2 tel. 780 4500

Here you get your chance to see north-
ern lights all year round through Interac-
tive displays in a multimedia exhibition.

Reykjavik Maritime Museum [19]
Grandagardur 8 tel. 411 6340

The Maritime Museum is located by the
old harbour in Reykjavik and has vari-
ous exhibitions that display the Icelandic
maritime history, such as the develop-
ment of the Icelandic fish industry from
early settlement to the late 20th century.

The Settlement Exhibition @
Adalstreeti 16 tel. 411 6370

The exhibition gives an insight into the
life and work of Iceland’s first settlers.
The focus of the exhibition is around the




Cultural Venues

newly discovered remains of the oldest
relics of human habitation in Reykjavik.
Located next door to Hotel Reykjavik
Centrum.

Sigurjon Olafsson Museum ®
Laugarnestangi 70 tel: 553 2906
Exhibition on sculptures, sketches and
drawings by Sigurién Olafsson.

See no. 15 on RVK map.

Whales of Iceland ®
Fiskisl6d 23-25 tel: 571 0077

The largest whale exhibition in Eu-
rope, located at Grandi District, about a
15-minute walk from the town centre.
The exhibition displays 23 man-made,
life size models of the whales that are
found around Iceland. The museum also
houses the Whale Café and the Whale
Souvenir shop. Also no. 3 on RVK map.

Videy Island

Videy Island is situated just off the coast
of Reykjavik and is set in beautiful natu-
ral surroundings. The Island has a rich
historical background and is home to the
Imagine Peace Tower, an outdoor work
of art by Yoko Ono, created in memory of
John Lennon. For information on the ferry
schedule see www.reykjavikcitymuseum.is
See no. 4 on Reykjavik map.

Arbaejar Open Air Museum

Kistuhyl 4, 110 Reykjavik tel: 411 6304
Take a step back in time at the Arbeer
air museum which consists of more than
20 buildings that form a town square,
a village and a farm. The cluster of turf
houses, costumed staff and domestic
animals creates an atmosphere of the

old days. Exhibitions and events high-
lighting Reykjavik's history are held at
the museum. Free entrance for Reyk-
javik City Card holders

Museum of Design & Applied Art @
Gardatorgi 1 tel: 512 1525

The Museum of Design is located in
the centre of Gardabzer and collects
and preserves items in connection to
Icelandic design history, from the be-
ginning of the 20th century to present
day. The museum building also hous-
es a shop, which sells a varied col-
lection of Icelandic design products.

See no. 16 on map, pg. 49.

Hafnarborg / Hafnarfjorour Centre )
of Cultural and fine Art

Strandgata 34 / Vesturgata 8 tel: 585 5790
Hafnarfjérour Culture and Fine Arts In-
stitute features leading artists from Ice-
land and abroad. The museum has two
exhibitions, one traces the town’s his-
tory from the settlement around 900
AD to the present day and the other is
a toy exhibition aimed specifically at chil-
dren. Admission to the museum is free.
See no. 20 on map pg. 51

Asgrimur Jénsson Collection @®
Bergstadastreeti 74 tel: 515 9600

A collection of works by the pioneer
painter who was the first Icelander to
make  painting  his  profession.
Landscapes and folk tale illustrations are
on exhibit here.

www.visitorsguide.is
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More Apps for Iceland

Straeto

The Straetd App is a must for people on the go. It displays timetables and routes at the touch of
a button, as well as the convenient option of purchasing electronic tickets.

Thingvellir

Explore the beautiful Thingvellir with a virtual guide at hand. This app offers audio-guided tours
and offline maps, making sure you get the most out of your visit to Thingvellir UNESCO Heritage
Site.

Vegagerdin

This app displays various road data, such as information about the weather and road conditions,
essential for those driving around Iceland.

Vedur

The weather in Iceland can be unpredictable and change with little notice. This handy weather
app is a valuable addition for any traveller, bringing you up to date forecast, such as tempera-
ture, precipitation, wind direction and wind speed.

DID YOU KNOW: There is an interactive browser map on our website?



onmap 30| 31

THE ICELANDIC

We know you will

www.visitorsguide.is
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Origin of Icelanders

Iceland was first populated in the 9th
century by Norse settlers, a number
of whom took Celtic slaves and wives
from Ireland and Scotland along the
way. There is evidence to suggest that
the island’s existence had been known
for centuries, and Irish monks may have
come here to meditate and worship in
solitude.

There are several recorded discover-
ies of Iceland, and the first one was by
the Viking Naddodur, who drifted to the
east coast of Iceland after getting lost,
and named it Sneeland (Snowland).
Hrafna-Fléki was the first Scandinavian
who deliberately sailed here, and gave
the island its current name after spot-
ting some drift ice in the fjords dur-
ing his winter-long stay. Subsequently
the first permanent settler, Ingdlfur
Arnarson, left the shores of Norway
with his family, slaves and livestock
and made his home in Reykjavik. The
rest is history as they say, presented
in world-class exhibits in the National
Museum of Iceland, the Settlement
Exhibition.

During the Viking Age, the North-
Germanic language, Old Norse, was
spoken by Scandinavians in their
homelands and overseas settlements.
Changes appeared in the Icelandic pro-
nunciation that were not heard in the

and the Icelandic Language

other Scandinavian languages, and the
grammar became considerably simpler
outside Iceland. Due to the similarity
between modern and ancient grammar
and writing, most Icelanders are still
able to read and understand the orig-
inal Sagas, although most texts have
been somewhat simplified.




Origin of Icelanders

Five Statues ;, conyra) Reykjavik

Ingélfur Arnarson
The first man to settle
in Iceland, situated on
the top of Arnarhdll

Hannes Hafstein

The first Prime Minister
of Iceland, situated in
front of the Government
Offices of Iceland

Ingibjorg H. Bjarnason
The first woman to have a
seat in the Icelandic parli-
ment, from 1922-1930.
Situated in front of The Ice-
landic Parliament House

Christian IX
King of Denmark and Ice-
land 1863-1906, situated
Pallas Athena in front of the Government
A Greek goddess of Offices of Iceland
wisdom, situated in front of
Menntaskdlinn i Reykjavik

www.visitorsguide.is
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Vikings

Icelandic seafarers discovered
America around the year 1000, sail-
ing on open ships with one sail. They
conquered the waves of the Atlantic
by primitive means of navigating, sail-
ing mostly by the sun and stars and
the flight of seabirds.

The story surrounding this is in part
a family drama. It begins with Eirikur
Raudi (Eric-the-Red), a troublesome
man who was exiled from both Iceland
and Norway “because of some kill-
ings”. He settled Greenland in 985,
followed by several hundred Iceland-
ers. That same year, an Icelandic mer-
chant named Bjarni Herjélfsson was
sailing for Greenland, but got blown
off-course and reported seeing land
to the west.

In the year 1000, Leifur Heppni
(Leifur-the-Lucky), son of Eirikur
Raudi, went to explore the land that
Bjarni had sighted. He discovered
an area he named Vinland, “a land
of mild climate, self-sown wheat and
grapes”. Leifur was the first European
to set foot on the continent of North
America.

Leifur's brother, Porsteinn, attempt-
ed to go there with his wife Gudridur
Porbjarnadéttir, without succeed-
ing. After Porsteinns’ death, Gudridur

and the Discovery of America

Replica of one of the ships the Vikings used

and her new husband, Porfinnur
Karlsefni, returned to Vinland to form
a settlement. Their son Snorri was the
first Icelander born in America. Initially
the Vikings conducted peaceful trade
with the indigenous tribes, but even-
tually conflict broke out. This drove
the Icelanders back to Greenland, and
successful voyages to Vinland are not
reported after that.

In the year 1477, a young ltalian sail-
or visited Iceland. Scholars believe he
heard rumours of Vinland, giving him a
daring idea of his own to pursue. The
name of this man was Christopher
Columbus, and the rest, as they say,
is history.




Discovery of America

Icelandic Folk Legends

By scanning the QR-code you can enjoy listening to
Icelandic Folk Legends on your phone.

It’s not certain that older models of smart phones can play
Icelandic Folk Legends. However all the latest models should
be capable of doing so. Enjoy!

Isldndische Volkssagen

Durch Einscannen des QR Codes kénnen Sie
ausgewdhlte islandische Volkssagen auf lhrem
Mobiltelefon anhéren.

Altere Mobilgerite kénnen die islandischen Volkssagen
maglicherweise nicht abspielen. Alle jiingeren Gerate
sollten hingegen keine Probleme damit haben.

Légendes populaires
islandaises

En scannant le code QR, vous pouvez écouter des légendes
populaires islandaises sur votre télephone.

Il n‘est pas certain que les anciens modeéles de smartphones
disposent de cette application, cependant les modéles les

plus récents en sont équipés.

Cuentos Populares
Islandeses

Escaneando el cdigo QR se pueden escuchar
8 cuentos populares islandeses en espafiol.

www.visitorsguide.is
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Art in lceland

Art in Iceland today is a dynamic,
thriving medium of expression for
painters, sculptors, photographers
and installation artists. Iceland’s ex-
quisite landscape is an inspiring sub-
ject for painters and photographers
and technology development has
created a vast array of multi-media
art and creative photographic works,
which are displayed in different gal-
leries and exhibitions all over the city.

Just over a hundred years ago, the
first Icelandic painters graduated
from the Royal Academy of Fine Art
in Copenhagen painting in the tradi-
tional genres of the day. This genera-
tion of painters included Jéhannes S.
Kjarval and Kristin Jénsdéttir. In the
sixties and seventies, a more avant-
garde feeling entered the Icelandic
art world and creative expression
took off. Well-known Icelandic artists
of the past few decades are Louisa
Matthiasdéttir and Nina Tryggvadottir
who both worked in America. A con-
temporary artist, Sjefn Har is famous
for her vibrant coloured landscapes
inspired by Iceland’s beauty.

Today, art in Iceland has become a
strong part of Icelandic culture and,
along with other creative art forms,
is celebrated by Icelandic artists who
enjoy more and more international

exposure at various events in other
countries.

Galleries and Museums

Iceland has a variety of museums and
art galleries, namely the National Gal-
lery of Iceland that features primarily
19th and 20th century Icelandic art.
Reykjavik Art Museum is the largest
of its kind in Iceland and includes
three different museums, Asmundar-
safn, Hafnarhus, and Kjarvalsstadir.
Hafnarhis features the works of Erro,
one of Iceland’s best known contem-
porary painters and Kjarvalsstadir

is home to the work of J6hannes S.
Kjarval and other exhibitions.

Other forms, other places

While painters coloured canvasses,
there were other forms of art coming
alive in Iceland. Sculptors such as
Einar Jénsson and Sigurjén Olafsson
enjoyed much popularity and opened
their own galleries to exhibit their
works. Photography is a popular
medium of expression nowadays
and with Iceland’s unequalled natural
beauty, the subject for photographers
is never-ending. Ragnar Th Sigurds-
son is a renowned photographer
whose beautiful images can be seen
in books and exhibitions in Iceland.




Art in Iceland
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COLLECTION @
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*

TEL. +354 515 9625
101 REYKJAVIK

OPENING HOURS /
PLEASE VISIT
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WWW.LISTASAFN.IS
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Literature of lceland

Iceland has a long and celebrated
history of literature, with the City of
Reykjavik being made a UNESCO City
of Literature in August 2011. The in-
valuable heritage of Icelandic litera-
ture can be traced back to the Vikings,
who passed stories and poems on by
oral tradition, until it was committed to
calfskin manuscripts in the early 12th
century. An important historic text is
the Edda, a collective of two medi-
eval Icelandic literary works, containing
the Prose Edda and the Poetic Edda.
Together these provide an extensive
resource on Norse mythology and are a
comprehensive body of ancient, heroic
legends. Equally important in medieval
literature are the Icelandic Sagas, such
as Njal's Saga and Laxdaela Saga,
characterised by epic accounts of con-
flicts, feuds, love and fate.

Halldér Laxness (1902-1998) is a
well-known Icelandic writer from the
20th century and was awarded the
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1955.
His incredibly diverse oeuvre spans an

enormous range of literary forms, al-
though he is best known for novels such
as Independent People and Iceland’s
Bell. With the ascent of Laxness,
Icelandic became a language of world
literature once again, as the Academy
acknowledged when it awarded him the
Nobel Prize “for his vivid and epic pow-
er which has renewed the great narra-
tive art of Iceland”.

Currently, Iceland has many exemplary
writers whose works have gained inter-
est both in Iceland and overseas. Sjén
is a celebrated Icelandic poet, novelist,
lyricist and a playwright. He is known
for his unusual and quirky style, such
as in Skugga-Baldur (The Blue Fox)
that has been translated into sever-
al languages and awarded the Nordic
Council’s Literary Prize. In crime fic-
tion, Arnaldur Indridason is one of
Iceland’s most celebrated authors,
and has written many stories, such as
Myrin (Jar-City) that was adapted into a
film in 2016. Another well-known writ-
er is the award-winning novelist Yrsa
Sigurdardéttir, known for her crime
and ghost stories. Her novel, Eg man
pig (I Remember You), has been made
into a feature film which was released
in May 2017. To celebrate this histori-
cal literary tradition, the city has hosted
the Reykjavik Reads Festival since
2012, to celebrate reading for all ages.




rasteinn

LAXNESS MUSEUM

Gljufrasteinn was the home of author Halldér Laxness,
winner of 1955 Nobel Prize for literature.

Audio tours of the house are available in Icelandic,
English, German, Swedish and Danish

An illustrated guide in French is also available
Concerts every Sunday during the summer

Multimedia presentation

The house is situated in the beautiful Mosfellsdalur valley, a short distance from
Reykjavik and only 20 minutes way to bingvellir (Thingvellir National Park ) and
the Golden circle

More information on page 199

www.visitorsguide.is
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Theatre in Iceland

Dramatic Art in Iceland has developed
rapidly over the years with different the-
atres showing a variety of productions.
From the professional National Theatre
of Iceland in Reykjavik to the more
humble shows of The Freezer in Rif,
the world of theatre is thriving. There
are around twenty professional theatres
in Iceland and a host of drama societies
dotted all over the country.

The Reykjavik City Theatre is the old-
est playhouse in Iceland, dating back
to 1897. In those days, it was a small
wooden building, used by the Reykjavik
Theatre Company. Today it is a high-
tech theatre complex comprising 4
stages and showing 10-12 productions
annually. These include big musical
shows such as Rocky Horror Picture
Show to experimental productions on a
smaller stage. Vesturport, a creative
group of drama lovers, have entertained
and delighted audiences here and in-
ternationally with innovative produc-
tions of classics, such as their famous
acrobatic version of Romeo and Juliet.

The National Theatre of Iceland,
opened in 1950 and thus created a
professional acting platform. It is a veri-
table edifice of a building mirroring the
architect’s vision of it being the Palace
of the Elves where humans enter by
chance, into a world of beauty, song

and dance. This theatre has five stag-
es, with the Main Stage seating an au-
dience of 500. The National Theatre
provides a platform for Icelandic play-
wrights to show their works. A mixture
of classics, musicals, dance repertoire,
children’s theatre and new works are
staged throughout the year.

Landnamssetur or The Settlement
Centre in West Iceland has reawak-
ened the Icelandic tradition of storytell-
ing by holding productions of various
personae from the Sagas in a unique
setting. Grettir-the-Strong, Audur-the-
Deep-minded, Egil Skallagrimsson and
Brak have all enjoyed centre stage in
this historical centre.

Drama societies and amateur theatres
are dotted all over the country bringing
live theatre and dance to local audienc-
es. One particular success story is The
Freezer in Rif, Sneefellsnes. Housed
in an old fish factory, this dynamic in-
ternational theatre group, led by Kéri
Vidarsson, has enlivened the area with
award-winning comedy, drama and his-
tory, performing self-written works with
personal conviction.

The acting talent of Icelanders can
be realized fully when the annu-
al Porrablét festivities are held in
February. Most villagers will celebrate
this time of year by holding an evening




Theatre in Iceland

of entertainment where locals create
skits of the past year's events in their
town. These evenings are the highlight
of winter, providing mirth and merriment
in the darkest hour.

Icelandic theatre does not forget visi-
tors and there are often plays about
Icelandic life or history written for tour-
ists and performed in English. A popu-
lar play at the moment is “How to be-
come Icelandic in 60 minutes” shown
at Harpa.

Tjarnabio is an independent theatre
in a beautiful historical building dat-
ing back to 1913. Avante-garde and
daring performances are shown here,
some may be in English.

For more information on the history of
Icelandic theatre go to www.http://leik-
minjasafn.is/yfilit/english/history/

www.visitorsguide.is
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Main Events

JANUARY

January 1, New Year’s Day - A day to relax
after the festivities of New Year's Eve. Al-
most everything is closed.

Dark Music Days Hosted by the Society of
Icelandic Composers in collaboration with
Iceland’s finest performers.

FEBRUARY

Porrablét - Food & drink festivities held
in the old winter month of “Porri’. People
gather to sing songs, drink and eat tradi-
tional Icelandic food.

Winter Lights Festival - An annual 3-day
event that brightens up the dark hours.

MARCH

Food & Fun Festival - Annual week-long
festival featuring well-known foreign chefs
visiting Iceland to compete with their
counterparts.

17th of June at Arnarhdll

Reykjavik Fashion Festival - The newest
from Icelandic designers, introducing de-
velopments and opportunities in the Ice-
landic fashion industry. RFF collaborates
with DesignMarch, where the best of the
local creative scene is introduced, rang-
ing from fashion to architecture to graphic
design.

and Holidays in Reykjavik and Iceland

Reykjavik Blues Festival - A unique jam
session with blues artists from Iceland and
North America.

APRIL

Easter - Holy Thursday marks the start
of the Easter holidays for Icelanders, who
enjoy a 5-day weekend where businesses,
banks, government institutions and most
shops are closed.

First Day of Summer - The first Thursday
after April 18, a public holiday. Celebrated
with parades all around the country.

Children’s Cultural Festival - One of the
largest festivals held by the City of Reyk-
javik. The festival places emphasis on par-
ticipation, focusing particularly on the child
as an artist.

Icelandic Music Experiments - This festi-
val has been the main musical outlet for
new bands in Iceland since 1982 and a
milestone event for many promising new
bands in Iceland.

At Home Music Festival - A music festival
held in private homes centrally located in
Hafnarfjordur. Guests stroll from house
to house to enjoy live music and meet up
with locals at their own homes.

MAY

May 1, Labour Day - A public holiday in
Iceland that is celebrated by an annual pa-
rade in the city centre.

Reykjavik Arts Festival - An annual
3-week festival promoting Icelandic, Scan-
dinavian and international culture. A vari-
ety of exhibitions, concerts, theatre, dance
and opera performances.




Main Events

THE NATIONAL
MUSEUM OF
ICELAND

The country’s largest

museum of cultural history

featuring a permanent exhibition on Iceland’s
history from settlement to present day as well
as temporary exhibitions e.g. on photography.

www.thjodminjasafn.is | Sudurgata 41 | 101 Reykjavik

PJODMINJASAFN ISIANDS
National Museum of Iceland

OPEN

Summer (1. May — 15.September)
Daily 10:00 — 5:00

Winter (16. September — 30. April)
Tuesday-Sunday 10:00 — 5:00

www.visitorsguide.is
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Main Events

Art without Borders - The aim of the fes-
tival is to celebrate diversity and participa-
tion of people with disabilities. The festival
crosses over mixed media of art, music
and theatre.

JUNE

1st weekend, Seamen’s Day - Annual
event based on an old Icelandic tradition
to honour those who make their living
from the sea.

The International Organ Summer - June
- August. Lunchtime organ concerts on
Thursdays at noon at Hallgrimskirkja
Church. Various musicians perform various
pieces of organ music.

Viking Festival - A week long festival, held
in and around the Viking Village in Haf-
narfjordur. Swordfighting, craftsmen at
work, magic, music and real Vikings.

June 17, National Day - This is the day Ice-
landers celebrate independence. Parades
and festivities for people of all ages all
around the country.

The Color Run - Come and run with us
through five kilometers of exploding co-
loured powder. The aim of this event is to
bring Color Running mania to the world!

Secret Solstice - An Icelandic music fes-
tival showcasing both established artists
and exciting up-and- coming talent.

JuLy

1st weekend - Second largest travel
weekend in the country. Travelers enjoy
camping in the Icelandic countryside or
visiting summer houses.

and Holidays in Reykjavik and Iceland

AUGUST

1st weekend, Bank Holiday - A holiday
commemorating the traditional shop-
keeper's summer break. Celebrated wildly
by those young at heart with music and
camping festivals all around the country.

2nd weekend, Reykjavik Pride - Thou-
sands of people gather in a large, interna-
tional parade to march through the streets
of the city. Includes an outdoor concert
with Icelandic and international artists,
along with dances and other activities. The
parade was originally invented to fight for
gay people’s rights.

3rd weekend, Reykjavik Marathon - Thou-
sands of people of all ages from all over
the world take part and run through the
streets of the city.

3rd weekend, Reykjavik Cultural Night
The celebration takes place in the city
centre with the participation of many art-
ists, cultural institutions, shops and cafés.
The evening ends with a big firework dis-
play down by the harbour.

i TUNINU HEIMA Festival - A family festi-
val close to Reykjavik, in the beautiful town
of Mosfellsbeer. Offering great handcraft
in the famous Alafoss Factory. At night,
famous Icelandic musicians will perform.
SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER

Reykjavik Film Festival - Icelandic and
international films are screened with em-
phasis on artistic films.

Reykjavik Jazz Festival - Nationally and
internationally recognised artists play in
different venues across the city.




Icelandic Names - Top 10

Icelandic Names

Icelandic naming traditions have not
changed much, and most Icelanders
still follow the ancient tradition of de-
riving their last name from their fa-
ther's first name, although some like to
use the mother's name. Therefore, the
children of someone called Gunnar
Jénsson, are likely to have the sur-
names Gunnarsson and Gunnarsdéttir
(Gunnar's son and Gunnar's daugh-
ter), and are not characterised by a
common family name. Interestingly,
Icelanders do not address each oth-
er by the last name under any cir-
cumstances, and doing so would
seem unusual. In the case of mar-
riage, Icelandic women do not take
their husband’'s name, and therefore

Icelandic families generally have a
mixture of names, with mum, dad and
children all having their unique and
individual patronymic or matronymic
names.

Iceland’s Top 10

Breathtaking landscapes, gla-
ciers, waterfalls and hot springs;
the Viking heritage and rich me-
dieval culture, or the vibrant night-
life and abundance of creative art-
ists. Whatever reason brought you
to Iceland there are several things
above others that will make your
stay unforgettable. We have listed
a few of Iceland’s treasures that no
visitor should miss.

o Geysir

€ Jokulsarlon

o Blue Lagoon

e Whale watching

0 Glacier cave on Langjokull
o Outdoor swimming pools
0 Myvatn

© Dettifoss

@ Westman islands

www.visitorsguide.is
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Main Events

NOVEMBER

Iceland Airwaves — A five day music festi-
val bringing bands from all over the world
to Reykjavik to play in small venues all
around the capital.

DECEMBER

December 1, Independence Day - On this
day in 1918, Iceland was officially de-
clared an independent nation.

December 21, Winter Solstice - The short-

est day of the year. The sun rises at 11:22,
grazes the horizon and sets at 15:30.

December 23, Porlaksmessa - This day
pays tribute to one of the few indigenous
saints of Iceland, St. Porlédkur. Christmas
preparations reach high point and shops
are open until 11 PM.

December 24, Christmas Eve - At 6 PM
the church bells toll to mark the beginning
of Christmas. Many people go to church
and a Christmas mass is broadcast live

and Holidays in Reykjavik and Iceland

on radio. After having Christmas dinner,
Icelanders sit down to open their presents.

December 25, Christmas Day - A public
holiday reserved by many Icelanders for
the purpose of visiting family and friends
and sitting down to meals of festive fare.

December 31, New Year's Eve - Iceland-
ers say goodbye to the old year with an
enormous fireworks display which illumi-
nates the sky around midnight.

New Year's Eve fireworks
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>
|'§o°‘ A The Culture House = The exhibition,shop Closed on Mondays
& 0/',:)?‘,(‘ : Hverfisgata15 and café are open 16/9—30/4
L “d 101 Reykjavik daily10-17

A journey
through the
visual world
of Iceland

[Mluminated manuscripts, textiles,
carvings, photographs, paintings
and contemporary Icelandic art
www.culturehouse.is

The Culture House is part of the National Museum of Iceland

www.visitorsguide.is
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WHATTODOIN ¥

GARDPABAR

(1
2,
©

MUSEUM OF DESIGN

AND APPLIED ART

Open:12-17, closed Mondays.

Tel: 512 1525 « Gardatorg 1+ 210 Gardabaer.
www.honnunarsafn.is Bus: no1.

HOFSSTADIR ARCHEOLOGY SITE

Historic park. Remains of a Viking-Age-longhouse.
Free entrance. Open 24 hours.

Kirkjulundur « 210 Gardabaer.wwww.gardabaer.is,
www.sagatrail.is Bus:no1/24.

KROKUR AT GARDAHOLT

A small gabled farmhouse built in1923.
Open on Sundays in June-August:13-17.
Free entrance. www.gardabaer.is
Bus:no23.

MUSEUM AND HISTORY

6 ASGARDSLAUG THERMAL POOL
QOutdoor pool, steambath.
Open: Mon-Fri 6.30-22, Sat-Sun 8-22.
Tel: 565 8066 « Asgardur « 210 Gardabaer
Bus: no1.

9 ALFTANES THERMAL POOL
The country’s only wave pool, a 10 m high,
80 m long waterslide. Open: Mon-Fri 6.30-21,

Sat-Sun 9-18. Tel:550 2350
Breidamyri« 225 Gardabaer Bus: no 23.

Grafkas 18

SWIMMING POOLS
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Always rise

to an early meal,

but eat your fill before a feast.
If you’re hungry

you have no time

to talk at the table.

from Havamal Eddaic poems (AD 700-900)

DID YOU KNOW: There is a detailed listing of more restaurants on our new website?



Your Guide to Dining

Coupons Map - Dining Map - About Restaurants - Fine
Dining - Casual Dining - Traditional Food - Words &
Phrases - Learn Our Secrets - Budget Dining

Local Food and Gourmet - Cafés - Icelandic water

www.visitorsguide.is
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Discount Coupons Map
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About the Restaurants

About the Restaurants

Reykjavik has an excellent selection of
top class restaurants, most of which are
located in and around the city centre.
Globalization has reached the city and
can be seen in the wide range of tastes
and flavours here. So if you like Asian,
Japanese, ltalian, Nordic, French or fu-
sion cuisine, or would like to try some-
thing Icelandic, then head downtown and
take your pick. Responding to the de-
mand for vegetarian and vegan cuisine,
more and more restaurants also offer
meatless dishes on their menus.

In this chapter you will find a list of differ-
ent dining experiences, ranging from fine
dining at the top restaurants in the city to
budget dining for those on the go. The
combination of fresh ingredients and raw

passion make it easy for chefs to create
mouth-watering eating experiences in
Iceland. Using only the best raw materi-
als available, such as Icelandic mountain
lamb, freshly-caught fish or newly-picked
herbs, our chefs can create anything
from a simple traditional dish to a mas-
terpiece on a plate.

A new law was passed in 2018 allow-
ing pets such as dogs and cats to ac-
company their owners to restaurants
in Iceland. However, the owners of
restaurants make the final decision to
allow pets into their establishments. If
you are allergic to pets or have a pho-
bia of animals, it is best to check with
the establishment before booking.

www.visitorsguide.is
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Fine Dining

Fine dining is a must when on holiday and Iceland is no exception. Many of the res-
taurants in this category employ award-winning chefs, who have won praises for their
cooking skills and innovative ideas. Fine dining includes top quality service, cosy ambi-

ence, unique menus and an excellent selection of wine.

Kol Restaurant
Skélavérdustigur 40, tel: 517 7474

lon map

A fine dining experience of feel good comfort food with a twist of classic cuisine.
Kol prides itself in high quality craft cocktails and an inspiring wine list.

Raudahusid

Bddarstigur 4, 820 Eyrarbakki, tel: 483 3330

A fine dining restaurant in an historical building about 40 minutes from Reykjavik.
Excellent seafood straight from the fishermen. See no. 22 on Iceland Map.

Dill
Hverfisgata 12, tel: 552 1522
New Nordic restaurant which was

awarded the Michelin Star in 2017
Enough said.

Fish Company / Fiskfélagid

Gréfartorg, Vesturgata 2a, tel: 552 5300
Variety of meat and fish courses with
emphasis on the fish.

Geiri Smart

Hverfisgata 30, tel: 528 7050

Upmarket restaurant with a creative
menu in a sophisticated environment.

Grillmarkadurinn

Laekjargata 2a, tel: 571 7777

Offers a menu based on locally sourced
Icelandic ingredients.

Good to know

Lobster House

Amtmannstigur 1, 101 R, tel: 561 3303
Gourmet nouvelle cuisine with exquisite
courses, specializing in delicious lobster
dishes.

Lzekjarbrekka

Bankastreeti 2, tel: 551 4430

Icelandic cuisine, most popular for their
seafood and lamb.

ROK Restaurant 28

Frakkastigur 26a, tel: 544 4443

ROK offers classic Icelandic food, such
as fish pie and cured lamb.

Seafood Grill 17

Skélavérdustigur 14, tel: 571 1100

An upmarket restaurant specializing in
delicious fish dishes.

- You can ask for a children’s menu, when dining out with little ones.
- Tipping is not customary in Iceland since service is included in the price.
- All restaurants, cafés and bars in Iceland are non smoking.




Fine Dining

KOL

KITCHEN -

SKOLAVORDUSTIGUR 40 - TEL.+354 517 7474 - KOLRESTAURANT.IS

www.visitorsguide.is
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TAPASBARINN

ICELANDIC
GOURMET FEAST

¢ Shot of Brennivin

* Smoked puffin with blueberry “brennivin” sauce
¢ Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa

e Lobster tails baked in garlic

e Pan-fried line caught blue ling with lobster sauce
e Grilled Icelandic lamb tenderloin, beer sauce

e Minke Whale with cranberry & malt sauce

e White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion coulis

Taste the best of Iceland in one amazing meal

DID YOU KNOW: Our new website has a user-friendly interface?



A LOCAL FAVOURITE
FOR 17 YEARS

Experience tapas the Icelandic way, made with
the freshest local ingredients in an energetic
and vibrant atmosphere.

LATE NIGHT DINING

Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends

TAPASBARINN - A MUST TRY IN ICELAND

Tapasbarinn | Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavik | Tel: 551 2344 | tapas.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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Casual Dining

Casual dining is a more informal dining experience that generally offers a lower
price than restaurants in the fine dining category. These restaurants still offer good
service, delicious meals, a good wine selection and comfortable seating. This category
includes bistros and family restaurants.

Apotek &
Austurstraeti 16, tel: 551 0011

The restaurant is casual-smart, offering delicious food in a vibrant atmosphere and
stylish surroundings. The menu is a fun mix of Icelandic and European cuisine with
a smoking hot Argentinean grill. Dishes are designed to share and enjoy together.

Bastard Brew & Food E
Baronstigur 11, tel: 551 9555

Bastard brews beer. It also sells beer from other breweries and makes great craft
cocktails. Bastard is the place you have been looking forl Happy Hour: 16-19.

Bergsson Mathus
Templarasund 3, tel: 571 1822

The go-to place for hungry travellers and busy folk who enjoy eating good, healthy
and honest food. Offers breakfast, lunch and brunch from as early as 7am.

Bergsson RE B
Grandagardur 16, Ocean Cluster House, 101 R, tel: 571 0822

Bergsson is a favourite lunch spot amongst Icelanders. Specialities are mainly sea-
food dishes. Open from 9-16. Great views over the marina.

6
Caruso
Austurstraeti 22, tel: 562 7335

A well-established family-run ltalian restaurant situated in a restored historical build-
ing. Delicious ltalian & Mediterranean cuisine pasta dishes, pizzas and other meat
dishes are offered in a cosy, romantic atmosphere. Live music every weekend.

Caruso Harbor
AEgisgardur 2, 101 R, tel: 512 8181

Another Caruso venue in an historical building, Sélfell. Enjoy the delicious ltalian &
Mediterranean dishes while delighting in the view over the busy harbour.

Culiacan

Sudurlandsbraut 4A, 108 R, tel: 533 1033

Mexican cooking techniques from the Mexican Chef making everything from scratch.
One of the biggest vegan menus in Reykjavik -13 vegan options.




Casual Dining
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f\\S:bt ‘\$ LOCAL
“** FOOD & BEER

Tasty and fun food made with fresh and local Icelandic ingredients

MUST TRY DISHES ...

MINKE WHALE, smoked celeriac puree, “malt” sauce

LAMB SANDWICH, romaine, waffle fries, estragon sauce
TRADITIONAL ICELANDIC FLATBREAD, lightly smoked arctic

char, cream cheese, dill, lemon

OVEN BAKED LOBSTER TAILS, garlic butter, lobster mayo,

sweetcorn-chili salsa

SLOW COOKED LAMB SHOULDER for 12 hours, green peas,

estragon sauce, waffle fries — perfect for two to share

MINIICELANDIC TRADITIONAL PASTRY “KLEINUR’,

Dulce de Leche caramel, cinnamon, lemon

And many, many more ...

pO00000000N0NN0N00N0NNNNN0NNNNNNNDNNNN0NNNN saetasvinid.is JIOOOOG
-

n & @saetasvinid
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ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

We offer a unique selection of Icelandic beer, wine,
and cocktails to enjoy alongside the food.

Drop by for lunch, late lunch, dinner or drinks in a casual
and fun atmosphere.

OURKITCHEN
IS OPEN
11:30-23:30

e[e[e[e[e[e[e[e[e[o[e[e[ee[e[e[e[e[e[e[e]e[e[e[e[o[e[e[e]e[e[e[e[e[e[e[e]e[e[e[e[e[e[e[e]e[e[e[o[e[e[e[e]e oo o]

SATA SV“\“D // Hafnarstraeti 1-3 / Tel. +354 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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El Santo
Hverfisgata 20, tel: 5197579

El Santo’s inspiration is straight from the heart of the Mexican kitchen, where everything is
made in house with the freshest ingredients available. El Santo is vegan-friendly and offers
gluten-free options.

Forréttabarinn
Nylendugata 14, tel: 517 1800

Offers a new spin on traditional Icelandic cuisine. The perfect place to meet friends and
have a quick bite or a long pint.

.o 10
Geysir Bistro Bar i

Adalstraeti 2, tel: 517 4300

An ideal place to sit down in a cozy environment and watch the bustling life rushing
by while enjoying quality food at a reasonable price.

Grillhusid E
Tryggvagata 20, - Sprengisandur, - Kringlan, tel: 527 5000 -

Borgarnes (West Iceland)

One of the city's favourite Rock'n'Roll Steakhouses. We offer a diverse menu of
steaks, burgers, Tex Mex food and more at affordable prices. Try out our different
locations.

islenski barinn m
Ingdlfsstraeti 1a, tel: 517 6767

The menu consists of traditional Icelandic dishes, with a twist, along with unusually
good burger meals and other gastro pub food at reasonable prices. Icelandic through
and through.

Jomfrain E
Laekjargata 4, tel: 517 4300

In the heart of Reykjavik, this restaurant has been serving their famous Danish sandwich-
es for over 20 years. During summer, the back patio is a popular venue for jazz lovers.

14
Kopar onmep

Laekjargata 4, tel: 517 4300
In the heart of Reykjavik, this restaurant has been serving their famous Danish sandwich-
es for over 20 years. During summer, the back patio is a popular venue for jazz lovers.

Restaurant Reykjavik E
Vesturgata 2, tel: 552 3030

Seafood buffet every evening and a menu with a perfect range of Icelandic speciali-
ties. A great location in the town centre with a great outdoor area.




Casual Dining

<, +354 527 5000 @ grillhusid.is @ Tryggvagata 20, 101 Reykjavik

GE

Bistro

with almond and chive
butter, fig and potatoes

. +354 517 4300 @ geysirbistro.is @ Adalstraeti 2, 101 Reykjavik

www.visitorsguide.is
onmap
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APOTEK

KITCHEN+BAR

THE HOME OF ICELANDIC

SEAFOOD AND LAMB

APOTEK Kitchen+Bar is a casual-smart restaurant
located in one of Reykjaviks most historical

buildings. We specialize in fresh seafood, lamb and local
ingredients prepared with a modern twist.

OPEN 11:30-23:30 Mondays - Thursdays
11:30-00:00 Fridays and Saturdays
12:00-23:00 Sundays

APOTEK KITCHEN+BAR /' Austurstrti 16 / 101 Reykjavik / apotek.is




APOTEK

KITCHEN+BAR

ICELANDIC GOURMET MENU

7 course dinner menu
Starts with a “refreshing” shot of the national snaps Brennivin

PUFFIN
Goats cheese, dill oil, berry gel, rye bread crumble

ICELANDIC COD

Slow cooked cod, double smoked lamb, beets, beet mayo, dill il

MINKE WHALE

Shallot vinaigrette, crispy Jerusalem artichokes

SEATROUT

Yuzu mayo, truffle mayo, crispy quinoa, apple

PLAICE

Sampbhire, green asparagus, citrus beurre blanc

FREE RANGE ICELANDIC LAMB RUMP STEAK

Carrot purée, carrots, cauliflower, black garlic sauce

Dessert

SKYR FANTASIA

Skyr fromage, Skyr mousse, strawberry & lime gel, lime sponge cake

www.visitorsguide.is
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Casual Dining

Salka Valka
Skolavéroustigur 23, 101 R, tel: 571 1289

A homey coffee shop/restaurant serving delicious fish dishes and more. Enjoy local
beer or a traditional dessert while using the free Wi-Fi. Vegan friendly.

Shalimar m

Austursteeti 4, 101 R, tel: 551 0292
Excellent Pakistani Tandoori & Curry cuisine served in a beautifully-decorated space
and welcoming atmosphere.

Sumac

bingholtsstraeti 5, tel: 568 6600
Just off the main shopping street, Sushi Social offers a fusion of Icelandic, Japanese
and South American cuisine and exotic cocktails.

Sushi Social E
bingholtsstraeti 5, tel: 568 6600

Just off the main shopping street, Sushi Social offers a fusion of Icelandic, Japanese
and South American cuisine and exotic cocktails.

HIGH-QUALITY RAW INGREDIENTS

ONE OF THE BIGGEST VEGAN MENUS IN REYKJAVIK

SUDURLANDSBRAUT 4A, REYKJAVIK ‘CULIACAN.IS \ +354 533 1033

DID YOU KNOW: Our website has 8 different categories to choose from?



Casual Dining

&,
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)
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Jomfrain

— SCANDINAVIAN KITCHEN -
EST. 1996

° ]

Welcome to Jomfriin, the home of Danish smerrebred in Reykjavik.
It all began in 1888 with Oscars Davidsen’s highly praised smorrebred
restaurant in Copenhagen. An unbroken tradition of quality and
Danish culinary culture for the past 100 years. Enjoy!

Open every day 11:00 - 22:00 | Laekjargata 4 | 101 Reykjavik | jomfruin.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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Casual Dining

Saeta Svinid
Hafnarstreeti 1-3, tel: 555 2900

A gastropub in the heart of the city specializing in local food and beer. Live events
such as Party Karaoke and Party Bingo make this pub a fun place to visit.

Tapas Barinn ﬂ
Vesturgata 3b, tel: 551 2344

Ideally-located downtown, Tapas offers the tradition of Spain mixed with Iceland’s fin-
est ingredients. Delicious Icelandic Gourmet Feast and group menus.

Viking Village

Strandgata 55, 220 Hafnarfjérdur,tel: 565 1213

Viking feast with food, drinks and live music, served in a hall resembling those of the
Middle Ages.15-minute drive from Reykjavik. See 21 map on page 51.

Hafid Blaa

Oseyrartanga at the Olfusa bridge, 816 Olfus, tel: 483 1000

A seafood restaurant on the shores of the North Atlantic ocean. Excellent food and a
stunning views about 40 mins from Reykjavik. See no. 21 on Iceland Map.




ONE SITE FITSALL

All you ever wanted to know about Iceland

Find places & things to do by location
Jam-packed with information

Works well on all devices
User-friendly interface

Happy hour finder
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Traditional lcelandic Food

Traditional Icelandic food was born
out of necessity dictated by weather
and circumstances. The preservation
of food was a matter of survival over
the winter months when meat and
fish were scarce. Housewives used
various methods to preserve as much
food as possible. Meat was smoked,
salted, pickled or put in whey for 3 - 4
months, giving it a very specific sour
taste. Fish was dried, hanged, salted,
smoked or allowed to cure for some
time. A few examples of the “delica-
cies” made from Icelandic sheep are
blood and liver pudding, singed sheep
heads, smoked lamb and ram testicles!

If you would like to taste some of
these special treats, try Café Loki
near the Hallgrimskirkja Cathedral. Try
flat bread (flatkaka), sliced smoked
lamb (hangikjot) and some butter to
make a tasty snack. Smoked trout on
rye bread (rigbraud) is also popular.
When going on a camping trip, take
some dried fish (hardfiskur) with you. It
is the perfect lightweight snack, which
most Icelanders pack when going on a
picnic or hike. Most of the above foods
can be found in grocery stores and at
the airport duty free stores.
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Tasty Local Cuisine
by the Old Harbour

+ Nylendugata 14, 101 Reykjavik +

v, \\/ / ©@ tripadvisor*
U e, v Certificate of Excellence
> Forretta — 20—

0ld harbor

ICELANDIC RESTAURANT & BAR

Table reservations: +354 517 1800 - www.forrettabarinn.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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Two Icelandic

Fjoeakedin

The Viking Village is a unique place and it is
the only Viking theme Hotel and restaurant
in Iceland. We have step by step been devel-
oping our facilities over the last 28 years
and will hopefully continue to do so in the
future. We offer Hotel accommodation and

Viking houses. Good for families and groups.
o

Viking feasts - Souvenivs - L
“You haven’t been in Tceland if y¢

Booking: www.viking

See location no. 21 on page 51.



The Fisherman s Village, our newest
accommodation is HLid in Alftanes only
few minutes drive from the Viking Village.
Like a country home by the seaside. Such
an idyllic place to visit. The restaurant is
open for groups in the evenings. Close to

the president s residence.
o J

ive entertainment most nights
yu haven 't been to us” Don’'t miss 1it!

illage.is | +354 565 1213

www.visitorsguide.is
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Words

and Phrases

Here are some indispensable words and phrases translated from English and

German to Icelandic.

English
Yes

No
Maybe

Good morning
Good evening
Goodbye
Thank you

Trip

The weather is good
It rains

Are you cold?

This is beautiful

Mountain
Glacier
Landscape

Food
Drinks
Beer

|'am a Viking

I’'m on vacation
You are cute!

What is your name?
Where do you live?
What's your
telephone number?

German

Ja
Nein
Vielleicht

Guten Tag
Guten Abend
Auf wiedersehen
Danke

Ausflug

Das Wetter ist gut
Es regnet

Ist dir kalt?

Das ist schén

Ein Berg
Ein Gletscher
Landschaft

Essen
Getranke
Bier

Ich bin ein Vikinger
Ich bin auf Urlaub
Du bist stB!

Wie heift du?

Wo wohnst du?
Wie ist deine
Telefonnummer?

Icelandic
Ja

Nei
Kannski

Gédan dag
Gott kvold
Bless
Takk fyrir

Ferd

Vedrid er gott
Pad rignir

Er pér kalt?
Petta er fallegt

Fjall
Jokull
Landslag

Matur

Drykkir

Bjor

Eg er vikingur

Eg er f fri

PU ert sxt(ur)!

Hvad heitir pi?

Hvar att pd heima?
Hvad er siminn hja pér?

Advice on pronunciation
0 as ‘th’'in‘the’ // Pp as ‘th'in ‘thunder // A as ‘' in ‘high’
For more information see www.visitorsguide.is
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SEAFO OD RESTAURANT
BUFFET REYKJAVIK
Every day from 17:30

. +354 552 3030
@ restaurantreykjavik.is
Q Vesturgata 2, 101 RVK

www.visitorsguide.is
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SOCIALIZE The best of Icelandic
produce with a nod to

el sl= Japan and South America.
Modern Icelandic flavours,
share plates and award
winning cocktails.

LOCALS

Our kitchen is open Sushi Social

17.00-23.00 sun.-thu. bingholtsstraeti 5 « 101 Reykjavik
17.00-24.00 fri.-sat. Tel 568 6600 - sushisocial.is




Some of our
favourite Icelandic dishes

Smoked puffin
Blueberries, croutons, goat cheese, beetroot

Icelandic roll
Gravlax roll with Brennivin (Icelandic traditional Snaps) and dill.
Avocado, mango, cucumber, dill mayo, rye bread crumble

Minke whale
Date purée, wakame and teriyaki

Lamb leg steak
Slow cooked leeks, lamb juice, baked carrot

Skyr
Skyr infused with birch, berries, white chocolate crumble,
and sorrel granita

www.visitorsguide.is
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Local Food and Gourmet Learn Our Secrets

Iceland’s unspoiled nature, free-roam-
ing sheep and rich fishing grounds are
the main ingredients for the fresh, or-
ganic food on offer in the country. If
you are a vegan or a food connoisseur
there will always be something for you
to get excited about when it comes to
eating in Iceland.

Beint fra Byli or Farm Food Direct
is an association of farmers which
enables you to buy products directly
from farms so that you know exact-
ly where your food comes from and
freshness is guaranteed. If you want

SALKA
VALKA

FISH & MORE
SKOLAVORDUSTIGUR 23

SiMI/TEL. 354-571-1289
SALKAVZI@GMAIL.COM

to buy organic food, this is a great
way to go about it. The delicious
Icelandic lamb is simply a must for
any meat lover, and the fresh local or-
ganic vegetables are a delight for any
vegan. Add a “brennivin” schnapps
as an appetiser to complete the ex-
perience. Fresh trout, salmon, cod
and char are all available for fish lov-
ers and the national dessert, skyr, is a
dairy delight. In the shopping street
Skélavordustigur, the charming sit-in
Ostabudin Delicatessen sells cheeses,
sausages and more.




Learn Our Secrets

www.visitorsguide.is
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ASHTO

MEXICAN RESTAURANT AND BAR

Hverfisgata 20 | elsanto.is | tel: 519 7579




84|85

ICELANDIC Fish, Lamb & Chicken
in original PAKISTANI & INDIAN curries,
TANDOORI dishes, TANDOORI Nan breads

Kebabs, Samosas,Vegetarian specialities,
LUNCH & DINNER OFFERS every day

A2
(SHALImMAR )

AUSTURSTRZTI 4, Tel. 551 0292 www.shalimar.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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GRILL + DRINKS

ICELANDIC FUSION, NORTH AFRICA & MIDDLE EAST

ONLY THE FRESHEST INGREDIENTS

Laugavegur 28 | 101 Reykjavik | +354 537 9900 | sumac.is
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RISTORANTE

ATUSO

LUl

ENJOY MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE AT THE
OLD HARBOR IN REYKJAVIK

Agisgardur 2, 101 Reykjavik | +354 5128181 | carusoharbor@caruso.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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Budget Dining

If the exciting activities or nightlife
have cut into your budget somewhat
and you need to economise, don't de-
spair, there are many restaurants and
bistros that have special offers during
lunch hours. Kringlan and Smaralind,
the two largest shopping malls in
Iceland, both offer an impressive va-
riety of fast food options from rec-
ognizable American chains to an all
Icelandic Booztbar, which specializes
in healthy fast food. The all time favou-
rite is the Icelandic national bite, the
“pylsa” (hot dog), with all its delectable
trappings. A number of food wagons

have sprung up around the harbour
area, offering fare from fish and chips
to lobster sandwiches. These wag-
ons offer tasty, quick meals to enjoy
while people watching or to grab one
on your way to a whale watching trip.
Home deliveries to your hotel room is
also possible by Domino’s. If you're
not in the mood for pizza you could
just as well get a delivery of Indian or
Asian food. Delightful places to visit
for a cheap but good bite to eat are
the bakeries. Most of them offer a
wide range of sandwiches as well as
tempting delicious pastries.




Budget Dining 8889

—g®—

EXPERIENGE

<+ TheGolden Cinele

Treat yourself to Iceland’s most popular pizza.
Call us at 58 12345, we deliver right to your room!

( e~ OTEL5812345 2 j

www.visitorsguide.is
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Budget Dining

Budget dining is for those who are on the move between places or activities. It in-
volves fast service, limited seating and tasty meals. Upmarket take-aways are also

included in this category. Order online.

Domino’s Pizza
Various locations, tel: 581 2345

Iceland's favourite pizza place with locations all over the city. Fast, efficient service

and home deliveries.

Austurlanda Hradlestin
Leekjargata 8, tel: 578 3838 (ask about
other locations)

Tasty, authentic Indian food.

Baejarins Beztu

Tryggvagata 1, tel: 511 1566

The most popular hot dog stand in
Reykjavik.

Metré

Sudurlandsbraut 5, tel: 581 1414

Simple fast food place with a drive-thru
option.

Nings

Sudurlandsbraut 6, tel: 588 9899 (ask
about other locations).

Fast food Asian restaurant.

Chuck Norris Grill
Laugavegur 30, tel: 561 3333
A grill and bar in the heart of Reykjavik.

Hamborgarabiillan

Geirsgata 1, tel: 511 1888

A popular fast food burger joint. Several lo-
cations around Reykjavik.

Hidllabatar

Ingdlfstorg, tel: 511 3500

Popular take away sandwiches. Many
give in to temptation at the end of a good
night drinking — Open til late.

Nudluskalinn / Noodlestation
Skdlavérdustigur 8/ Laugavegur

Hot noodles and soups at affordable
prices.

PHO Vietnamese restaurant
Sudurlandsbraut 8, tel: 588 6868
Vietnamese food with a variety of dishes
available.

Osushi - the Train

Pésthdsstraeti 13, tel: 561 0562

Conveyor belt sushi, made from fresh Ice-
landic seafood.

Mandi

Veltusund 3, tel: 571 1444

Middle eastern take away. Excellent Ke-
babs and vegetarian options.

Saffran

Alfheimar 74, tel: 578 7874 (Ask about other
locations).

Healthy, fresh, international food at af-
fordable prices. Eat in or take away.
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Local Food and Gourmet

Many visitors to the countryside are
astounded by the quality of restau-
rants in the tiny villages and farms. In
fact, many have been praised for their
world-class meals and personal ser-
vice. Fresh rivers, nearby farms and
fertile hillsides are the treasure chest
from which country chefs get their in-
gredients. Freshly-picked berries and
herbs just add to the excellence of
country catering.

Local food is often marketed un-
der logos such as “Food Chest
Skagafjordur” in the north-west of
Iceland, guaranteeing that produce
comes straight from the farm or a local

and the Countryside

fishing boat. “Vestfirdir — Local Food*
in the west fjords is the mark for fresh
ocean products and in East Iceland
where reindeer and goose make its
way to the table, there is a movement
called “Austfirskar Krasir", guaran-
teeing freshness and quality. South
Iceland is the most fertile area in the
country, famous for its dairy products.
Here, geothermal energy has made
greenhouse farming possible, produc-
ing the majority of Icelandic organic
vegetables. Rich fishing grounds have
given rise to seafood restaurants such
as, Hafid Blaa and Rauda Husid in
Eyrarbakki.

www.visitorsguide.is
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ONE SITE FITS ALL

All you ever wanted to know about Iceland

Find places & things to do by location
Jam-packed with information

Works well on all devices
User-friendly interface

Happy hour finder




Cafés

Icelanders have always been coffee lovers and this is reflected in the number of cafés
that have sprung up in the past few years, such as Kaffitdr, the aromatic coffee shop with
a social conscience that brightens up Bankastreeti downtown. There are 7 Kaffitar outlets
in the Reykjavik Area with the latest taking pride of place at the top of Perlan. Most cafés
sell light meals & alcoholic beverages as well as being child-friendly.

Many cafés have taken advantage of the effects of global warming in Iceland and now
provide outdoor seating for warmer days. There's nothing like sipping a good cappuccino
in the sun while watching daily life in Reykjavik. Each café has its own speciality and am-
bience, making choosing difficult, so why not do a ‘café crawl' that includes the Icelandic
traditional food specialist, Café Loki or the friendly Café Leekur, until you find your favou-
rite barista.

Kaffitar 23
Bankastraeti 8 & various other locations, tel: 420 2732

Iceland's most popular coffee shop, built on the passion of the barista and the aroma
of newly-ground coffee. They offer a wide variety of coffees, cakes and pastries in a
relaxed atmosphere.

Kaffi Laekur

Laugarnesvegur 74a, tel: 537 6556

A speciality café and art gallery in the Laugardalur valley. They offer healthy
sourdough flatbreads, salads and sandwiches as well as delicious soups and
dish-of-the-day. They also serve brunch on weekends from 10:30 -15:00.
See no. 24 on Rvk map insert.

Café Loki
Lokastig 28, tel: 466 2828

This is where you experience typical Icelandic hospitality while you indulge in tradi-
tional Icelandic food. Family-owned, the restaurant makes use of recipes that have
been passed on from one generation to the next.
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Cafés

Babalu

Skélavéréustigur 22

A cosy café with a laid back atmosphere.
Crépes, paninis and homemade cakes.

Kaffi Sélon

Bankastraeti 7a

Café, bistro, bar and a club, depending
on the time of day.

Café Haiti

Geirsgata 7b

A relaxing atmosphere and excellent cof-
fee roasted at the premises.

Kaffi Vinyl

Hverfisgata 76

Vinyl store that offers light vegan and
vegetarian food.

Café Paris

Austurstraeti 14

A cosy café in the heart of town. Serves a
selection of light meals.

Kaffifélagio

Skélavérdustigur 10

A small coffee house with a sit in or take
away option.

Café Roma

Raudararstigur 8

Café/bakery which offers tasty light
meals at reasonable prices.

Grai kotturinn

Hverfisgata 16a

A tiny little 50°s-style café, located in a
quiet place on Hverfisgata.

Hannesarholt - Cultural house
Grundarstigur 10

Located in the historic home of the late
Hannes Hafstein, Iceland’s First Minister
and a beloved poet.

Hresso

Austurstraeti 20

Café, bar and bistro that turns into a
nightclub in the evenings and at week-
ends. They sometimes offer live music
and have a good dancing area.

IDA Zimsen

Vesturgata 2a

A book café in a cosy and relaxed atmo-
sphere. Serves light courses and good
cakes.

Mokka Kaffi

Skélavérdustigur 3a

One of Reykjavik’s oldest cafés. Offers
a selection of coffee, sandwiches and
cakes.

Nora Magasin

Pdésthisstraeti 9

A small café that offers home-made
meals at affordable prices.

Reykjavik Roasters

Karastigur 1

Local coffeehouse that serves speciality
coffee from fresh roasted beans.

Svarta Kaffid

Laugavegur 54

A nice café in a cosy old house. Serves
excellent soup in a bread bowl.

Te og Kaffi

Austurstraeti18 and Laugavegur 27 & 77
(ask for other locations).

Excellent coffee, cakes and light dishes.
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I
ENJOY A CUP

Bankastraeti ® Borgartin ¢ Kringlan ¢ Nybylavegur
Perlan ¢ bjodminjasafn o Storhofdi

www.visitorsguide.is
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CAFE, EATERY AND BAR

EXCELLENT COFFEE
AND TEAS
SELECTION OF NORDIC
BEER AND FOOD

KAFFI LAKUR

LOCATED IN LAUGARDALUR

VALLEY,

NEXT TO THE

NATIONAL SWIMMING POOL

www.laekur.is

See location no. 24 on

| Laugarnesvegur 74a, 105 Reykjavik | Tel: 537-6556
RVK map.
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Icelandic Water The Best in the World?

Icelanders have the good fortune of
having access to an almost limitless
and inexpensive supply of both hot
and cold water. Most of the hot wa-
ter supply comes from geothermal hot
springs so this is naturally heated.

The cold water comes from mountain
springs and is filtered through lava,
reaching the user as nature intended,
without additives such as chlorine and
fluoride. Icelandic drinking water is
amongst the purest in the world and
can be drunk straight from the tap. In
an OECD report from 2001, it is stat-
ed that there are no contaminants or
heavy metals in the Icelandic drink-
ing water. There are stringent quality
control measures to ensure the main-
tenance of this high quality and safe-
ty of water. Reykjavik Water Works,
part of Reykjavik Energy, was the first
Nordic company to receive the ISO

9001 quality standard.

Visitors to Iceland often ask why the
hot water smells of rotten eggs. It is
true that the hot water sometimes
smells of sulphur, which is due to the
geothermal origins of the hot water,
making it excellent for bathing, but
not drinking. The hot water which is
supplied by the geothermal power
plants is best experienced in one of
the many geothermal swimming pools
of the city.

In order to enjoy the unique taste of
the pure spring water, just remember
to let the cold water run for a while
from the tap before tasting, to en-
sure that no hot water is mixed in. The
Icelandic spring water is safe, refresh-
ing and tastes excellent. It is not with-
out cause that Icelanders say their wa-
ter is the best in the world!

www.visitorsguide.is
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Ale

has too often

been praised by poets.
The longer you drink

the less sense

your mind makes of things.

from Havamal Eddaic poems (AD 700-900)

DID YOU KNOW: You can add your favourites on our website?



Your Guide to pybs & Nightlife

Reykjavik Hot Destination - Pubs Map -
Pubs & Clubs - Happy Hours -
Beers & Brennivin - Icelandic Music

www.visitorsguide.is
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Reykjavik | 1 pectination

Reykjavik is famous for its lovely cafés,
bars and clubs. It has gained a reputa-
tion for being one of the hottest nightlife
cities in Europe. We encourage you to
try as many venues as possible. Choose
your mood and pick the venue accord-
ingly — there is something for everyone!

Much of the nightlife is concentrated on
four streets within 1 km radius of each
other, so pubcrawling takes on a circular
bent which Icelanders call Runtur (the
round). We have compiled a list of popu-
lar hangouts according to energy levels
to help you decide on your place of rev-
elry. So if you are 20 + and energetic or
35+ and looking for something sophis-
ticated, then this list will help you de-
cide. Of course, as the night wears on,

these categories might just blend into
each other as inhibitions disappear. A
piece of advice to “first-timers™ Do not
expect to see too many people down-
town early in the evening on weekends.
Nightlife doesn't really start until around
midnight, because most people are at
private parties until then or making use
of Happy Hour which is offered by most
places. In this way, Icelanders don't al-
low the expense of a night out to pro-
hibit their joy of clubbing. You can start
your evening at American Bar, or end
it there with a nightcap. A lot of the ca-
fés are also bars and take on a different
feel in the evenings. Enjoy a pre-club
meal at Geysir Bistro, or enjoy a pub
quiz at Lebowski Bar before moving

Photo: Courtesy of Iceland Airwaves
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Reykjavik | 1 pectination

on to serious nightclubbing. For those
who wish to try national authenticity, try
the Icelandic Bar (islenski barinn) for
an Icelandic culinary session washed
down with a good Icelandic beer, or stop
off at Den Danske Kro for a taste of
Denmark.

If you are an English football fan, make
your way to the English Pub and
check out the score with a cold beer,
stay on longer and enjoy some live
music form Icelandic troubadors. The
Irishman Pub is a great place for a
dart game and some live music. Meet
the locals at Kaldi Bar in Laugarvegur
which sells beer from their own micro
brewery. Prices vary between places,
but on average the range is between
2,000 - 3,000 kr for a meal and 1,000

— 1,600kr for a large beer. Many bars
have happy hour where selected beers
or cocktails are offered at reasonable
prices. Enjoy a great cocktail while ad-
miring the view from Petersen Svitan
or you could laugh at The Drunk
Rabbit while downing a Guinness.

Most bars and cafés stop serving food
at 22:00 or 23:00, but some are still
open well into the night on weekends.
Closing time is at 1:00 am on weekdays
and on weekends it can be as late as
5:00 in the morning. Most places have
no entrance fee unless there is live mu-
sic offered at the venue (see chapter
on Icelandic Music). Before heading
back to your hotel, join one of the long
queues of Icelanders getting some grub
or a juicy sub before bedtime.

Photo: Courtesy of Iceland Airwaves

DID YOU KNOW: Our new website has a user-friendly interface?
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Pubs and Clubs

There is usually so much going on at night in Reykjavik that it is easy to lose your
head, not really knowing where to go or what to look for. Browsing through this
list of pubs and clubs while sipping a cold beer from Egils or Kaldi, might give
you a clearer idea of where you want to end up. We have tried to make it easier
for you by categorizing the pubs with icons that show age suitability, dance floor,
live music, food service and happy hour for each establishment. Smoking is pro-
hibited by law in all cafés, bars and clubs in Iceland, so some places offer airy
outdoor spaces for smokers. Free Wi-fi is also offered by most establishments.
Take advantage of the relative safety of Reykjavik and join the crowd as you stroll
between places for a good night out.

American Bar DD &

Austurstreeti 8, tel: 571 9999

The place to go for American culture and entertainment. It is a diner-style bar, serving
American greats such as buffalo wings and burgers. American whiskey and beers.
Happy Hour: 16-19.

. 2
Den Danske Kro ( The Danish Pub) D
Ingdlfssteaeti 3, tel: 552 0070

The first pub in Iceland to start happy hour from 16:00-19:00. If you want to meet the
locals then this is the place. Live music every night. Happy Hour: 16 -19.

The Drunk Rabbit D ﬂ

Austurstraeti 3, tel: 553 1041
An authentic Irish Pub in the heart of downtown Reykjavik. Come and get your craic
on at The Drunk Rabbit Irish Pub. Live music every day. Slainte. Happy Hour: 12-19.

The English Pub D E

Austurstraeti 12, tel: 578 0400
The only English pub in Reykjavik. Open daily from 12:00 and live music every night.
Check out the first Wheel of Fortune in Iceland. Spin it to win it. Happy Hour: 16-19.

The Irishman Pub D

Klapparstigur 27, tel: 580 2020

It offers everything a thirsty person wants and more. The Irishman has a hidden pri-
vate Karaoke-room for 10-20 persons and we recommend that it is pre-booked.
Darts, live music and live sports every day. Happy Hour: 12-19

Age Suitability Dance Floor []Live Music ~ Happy Hour @ Map Reference
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islenski Barinn - The Icelandic Bar D
Ingélfsstreeti 1a, tel: 517 6767

This bar has one of the best selection of Icelandic beers in the world. It serves up to
60 types of all available local beers. Some liqueurs and spirits are produced in Iceland.
Happy Hour: 16 -18.

Kaldi Bar
Laugavegur 20b, tel: 581 2200

Small, cosy and very busy. Only Icelandic beers for sale. Be early, because it is Ice-
land’s most popular bar. Happy Hour: 16 -19.

Lebowski Bar 2o IR

Laugavegur 20a, tel: 552 2300
Themed after the Coen brothers movie The Big Lebowski, great interior, fantastic
burgers and the best White Russians. Happy Hour: 16 - 19.

Petersen Svitan
Ingdlfsstraeti 2a, tel: 563 4000

A beautiful rooftop bar in one of Iceland’s most famous buildings, Gamla Bié. Its
amazing terrace and 360° view over the city is one of a kind. Jazzy and cool, with lots
of history. Happy Hour: 16 - 20 in Winter & 12-20 in Summer.

Fish - Lamb - Whale - Icelandic cuisine with  twist Icelandic music and nightlife
Mix with the locals ..and all the [celandic beers in one awsome place!

INGOLFSSTRATI 1A 101 REYKJAVIK ISLENSKIBARINN

wwwislenskibarinnis - postur@islenskibarinnis Tek: +354 517 6767 THE ICELANDIC BAR - REYKJAVIK

www.visitorsguide.is
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More Pubs and Clubs

101 Bar

Hverfisgata 10
Cocktails and ambient music.

B5

Bankastreeti 5

Popular with the younger crowd in
Reykjavik.

Bjarni Fel Sportbar
Austurstraeti 20
A sportsbar in the centre of town.

Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22
A venue for live music and new bands.

Hressé
Austurstraeti 20

Café, Bar and Bistro and nightclub.

Hverfisbarinn

Hverfisgata 20

Very popular trendy bar for the young and
restless. Live music.

Kaffibarinn
Bergstadastreeti 1
Jet set people, artists and students.

Kaffi Sélon
Bankastreeti 7a

Café, bistro, bar and a club.

Kex Hostel
Skulagata 28
Mixed crowd, affordable meals.

Prikid

Bankastraeti 12

One of Reykjavik's oldest bars/cafés.
Live music most Fridays.

Slippbarinn
Myrargata 2
Specializes in cocktails and local brews.

Uppsalir Bar
Adalstreeti 16

Sophisticated but relaxed atmosphere.

Vinbarinn
Kirkjutorg 3
Wine bar with a sophisticated ambience.

Olstofa Kormaks & Skjaldar
Vegamdtastigur 4
Sit down, drink beer and meet people.

Photo: Courtesy of Iceland Airwaves
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Happy Hour

Happy hour is traditionally a period between 16:00 - 19:00, when pubs and
clubs have special offers on beer, wine and other alcoholic drinks. In Reykjavik,
many pubs are now offering daily happy hours and an early evening pub-crawl
is increasingly popular amongst Icelanders. Listed below are some of the places

that offer happy hour in Reykjavik.

American Bar 16:00 — 19:00
Apotek 16:00 — 19:00

Bastard Brew & Food 16:00 — 19:00
Den Danske Kro 16:00 — 19:00
The Drunk Rabbit 12:00 — 19:00

El Santo 17:00 — 19:00

English Pub 16:00 — 19:00
Forréttabarinn 16:00 — 19:00

The Irishman Pub 12:00 — 19:00

ProTip

islenski Barinn 16:00 — 18:00
Kaldi Bar 16:00 — 19:00
Lebowski Bar 16:00 — 19:00
Matwerk 15:00 — 18:00
Petersen Svitan 16:00 — 20:00
Saeta Svinid 15:00 — 18:00
Sushi Social 17:00 - 18:00
Tapas 17:00 — 18:00

To find @ Happy Hour closest to you, visit our website www.visitorsguide.is.
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+345 578 0400 | ensk'\bar‘\nr\.is

Austurstraat'\ 12 | 101 Re\/kjavik | |celand | tel

www.visitorsguide.is




Your Guide to pybs & Nightlife

Beer and Brennivin ;| 104

Beer was finally legalized in Iceland in
1989 and ever since then beer has
been a growing industry in Iceland.

Several breweries had been brewing
for export since before the ban
was lifted such as Olgerdin Egill
Skallagrimsson, founded in 1913, It
is also the only one left brewing beers
since 1989. Their best-known brands
are Gull and Boli (meaning Bull). Viking
breweries owned by Coca Cola, brew
Viking Gylitur and Thule as well as other
brands.

Brié was the first beer from Borg
Brugghus, a microbrewery founded by
Olgerdin. Its popularity was such that
the microbrewery could not handle
the demand, so it became a part of the
Olgerdin portfolio. Brié has in its short
life span won several awards, most
notably being the Gold medal for the
best German-style Pilsner at the World
beer cup.

Brewed from some of the purest water
in the world, Icelandic beers are a good
choice in today's varied beer culture.

Visitors to the guest room at Olgerdin
have the opportunity to experience
a new and innovative way to get
acquainted with Icelanders and their
history. The tour Taste The Saga (See
page 174) offers a unique insight into
the drinking culture as well as some
laughs, brews and snacks.

The pioneer microbrewery, Kaldi, was
founded in 2006. Microbreweries
became popular and 2017 saw at least
15 new breweries start up, making
Iceland a truly exciting hotspot for beer
lovers.

But if beer is not your thing and you'd
like something more authentically
Icelandic, Brennivin is the drink for
you. As Iceland’s signature alcoholic
beverage, Brennivin has been partying
in lceland since 1935. Sometimes
known under its nickname, Black
Death, this cumin-based schnapps
has had a resurgence in popularity as
a cocktail drink or simply as chaser after
ameal.

Skal!
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Icelandic Music

Music has always been an integral part
of Icelandic life. From the unique chant-
ing sounds of Viking rhymes to the merry
notes of a happy horse rider, music and
song have filled the air for centuries. The
deep national appreciation for tuneful
rhythms is reflected in the number of
music schools in the country. Even the
smallest village will have someone teach-
ing children to play a musical instrument.
Choirs are popular as a pastime and
there is most likely a recorder or guitar
somewhere in every house. Given the
exposure to this art form, it is not sur-
prising that Iceland is a nation of music
lovers and music makers. A song is a
means by which one reveals the heart's
desire and Icelanders have embraced
this medium of expression with a pas-
sion. Today this tiny population hosts
several music festivals a year, boasts a
number of international stars and has re-
cord companies promoting local artists
on the international scene. Smekkleysa
created by the 80's band Sykurmolarnir
(The Sugarcubes) is the pioneer com-
pany that has promoted Icelandic talent
both here and overseas since Bjork's rise
to fame. 12 Ténar is another record com-
pany which has had international suc-
cess with Mugison and Retro Stefson.

While the music scene is vibrant and en-
gaging, the market here is small scale,

so many talented musicians leave the
island and invariably make it big else-
where. Bjérk was the pioneer who ex-
posed lIcelandic talent internationally
and since then there have been many
popular bands that have risen to fame
on a world-wide scale, such as Sigur
Rés, Of Monsters and Men, Gus Gus,
Asgeir Trausti and Kaleo, to name a few.

Many an Icelandic musician has been
heard on the soundtrack of blockbuster
movies: Emiliana Torrini sings ‘Gollum’s
Song' in The Lord of the Rings and Of
Monsters and Men have ‘Dirty Paws'
in The Secret Life of Walter Mitty and
Sigur Rés is heard in The Game of
Thrones.

These names are all familiar to interna-
tional visitors but local talent is unend-
ing as various competitions such as
Battle of the Bands (Mdsiktilraunir) or
Iceland Got Talent reveal.

A new rising star and local celeb-
rity, Glowie, shot to fame after win-
ning such a talent contest and has just
been awarded a recording contract with
Columbia.

Despite all these familiar names, much
Icelandic talent is still woven into the na-
tional fabric. Pall Oskar, Bubbi Morthens,
Andrea Gylfadéttir, J6hanna Gudrdn, Lay
Low and Bj6rgvin Halldérsson are just a

DID YOU KNOW: There is an excellent Happy Hours finder on our new website?
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few of the big names Icelanders have
been listening and dancing to for years.
The raw talent of Iceland is discovered at
music festivals dotted around the coun-
try all year round.

Major festivals featuring international
stars are concentrated in Reykjvaik and
include Secret Solstice, Icelandic
Airwaves and Soénar. If you want to
hear home beats, go to a village where
nature plays a huge role in the acous-
tics of outdoor festivals. Aldrei for ég
sudur in Isafjoréur, West Fjords is a
popular free festival held over Easter.
This festival is a celebration of Icelandic
music, Icelandic style where locals and
radio heroes rock away for free.

Over on the east coast in Borgarfjérdur
eystri, Braedslan is a festival celebrat-
ing Icelandic country, folk and indy mu-
sic with an artsy feel in a spectacular
setting. Further east, in Neskaupstadir,
there is an indoor festival of hard core
rock, heavy metal and punk, called
Eistnaflug, which goes on for four
days. (go to pg. 262 for list of festivals
in Iceland).

In Keflavik there is the unique Icelandic
Museum of Rock’nRoll which covers
the history of rock from 1930 to present
day. An interesting interactive museum
with displays and creative possibilities
such as a sound lab and karaoke op-
tions. Very much worth a visit.

Photo: Courtesy of Iceland Airwaves
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A true friend

whom you trust well

and wish for his good will:
Go to him often

exchange gifts

and keep company.

from Havamal Eddaic poems (AD 700-900)

DID YOU KNOW: Our new website is jam-packed with information?
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Tax Free Shopping - Shopping Map
Shopping in Downtown - Icelandic Designers
The Old Harbour - Grandi District

Shopping Centres
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Tax Free Shopping

As a traveller residing outside Iceland, you are entitled to claim VAT on your pur-
chases. Shopping for more than 6000 ISK on one receipt makes you eligible for
a tax refund, so remember to ask for your Tax Free Refund Form at the store
counter. When departing from Keflavik Airport, the Tax Free Refund is paid in
the currency of your choice. Other departure points usually have a service desk

or tax-free agent on board.

Collect your Refund

Collect your refund in cash, get it

credited to your credit card or mail

back the check by using the Refund

envelope accompanying the check.

Make sure you are well informed of

the terms and conditions.

= VAT rates are 24% and 11% on
books and music.

= Minimun spending amount (VAT
included) is 6,000 ISK.

= Maximum 3 months from date of
purchase for validation of goods.

* Purchased items, together with
receipts and other documents
must be shown BEFORE going to
passport control.

= Purchaser has to have permanent
residence outside of Iceland.

Refund Locations
Collect your refund at these
locations:

= Keflavik airport — Arion Bank
= Reykjavik airport - Information desk

= Reykjavik harbour - Service cen-
tre for cruise passengers

= Seydisfjoréur Port — Tax-free
desk, Smyril Line

For more information, see

https://www.kefairport.is or

http://www.cruiseiceland.com

DID YOU KNOW: Our new website has a user-friendly interface?



Feldur is a fur brand that specializes in
design and uction of high quality fur
ated

opping street where we give you a

warm welcome with our natural sele

Snorrabraut 56, Reykjavik | +354 588

FELDUR

just a few minutes walk from Laugarvegur shop/workshop

REYKJAVIK-TCELAND

0488 | feldur.is | feldur@feldur.is
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Shopping in 100 Reykjavik

Reykjavik offers excellent possibili-
ties for shopping, especially unique
Icelandic designs, inspired by the coun-
try's beautiful nature and landscape. It
surprises many that the prices of de-
signer and luxury goods are often con-
siderably lower than expected. This is
partly because retailers don't have to
pay exhorbitant costs for high street
space as they do in larger cities. Iceland
has seen a growing number of design-
ers offering their unique creations in
several stores in Reykjavik (see a list
later in the chapter of Icelandic de-
signers). These designers have often
studied abroad and return to enrich
the country with their unbound creativ-
ity, colours and forms that show an in-
ternational flair, and yet are firmly root-
ed in Icelandic culture. For those who
are looking for souvenirs or bargains,
Reykjavik has plenty to offer. There
are a number of charity shops selling
second-hand clothing and items, and
Kolaportid, Iceland's indoor flea market

where Icelandic jumpers and delica-
cies are sold at acceptable prices, is a
must-stop for bargains.

Reykjavik’s Main Shopping Streets
The main shopping area of Reykjavik
centres around three streets, name-
ly Laugavegur, Bankastreeti, and
Skélavordustigur.  (See  coloured
streets on city map) However, other
interesting shops are often hidden in
the side streets, so it pays to make a
turn every now and then. The Grandi
district and Old Harbour Area are
home to many designer stores/open
workshops, restaurants, museums and
more. It is a wonderful example of the
blending of two main industries, fish-
ing and tourism. This mixture of gal-
leries, jewellers, fashion designers,
handcrafts and second-hand stores
are mostly housed in disused baiting
sheds or fishermen's garages and has
become a social hub for designers
and buyers alike.
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OUR STORES IN REYKJAVIK:

FARMERS & FRIENDS
Hélmaslod 2 / Grandi (Old Harbor)

FARMERS & FRIENDS T
Laugavegur 37 " | = e m e
HOLMASLOB 2 LAUGAVEGUR 37

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF RETAILERS IN ICELAND AND ONLINE STORE
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.FARMERSMARKET.IS

www.visitorsguide.is
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Shopping in 100 Reykjavik

Laugavegur

Taking a slow amble down
Laugavegur, the longest shopping
street in Reykjavik, can be an enjoy-
able way to do your last minute shop-
ping. It is also a good opportunity to
buy something special from Iceland.
Laugarvegur offers the greatest num-
ber of shops with an emphasis on
fashionable goods of all shapes and
sizes, as well as speciality stores,
cheaper souvenir shops, cafés and
restaurants. Fjallakofinn Outdoor
Centre at 11 Laugavegur, sells
clothes and equipment for outdoor
lifestyles from hiking to cycling as
well as a good selection of camping
goods. For the discerning gentleman
looking for style, Herrafataverslun
Gudsteins is the perfect outfitters
at no. 34. Farmers and Friends are
at 37 Laugarvergur and offer beau-
tifully crafted and designed cloth-
ing and accessories for all ages.
Jezorski Jewellers can be found at
48 Laugavegur. It is a family-run de-
signer jewellery shop. 62 Laugavegur
houses JS Watch Company and re-
tail shop where Gilbert O. Gugjénsson,
one of Iceland’s best-known watch-
makers will give you a concentrated
smile. Vesturrést at 178 Laugavegur,
sells outdoor gear for fishing and

hunting. Close to Laugavegur, at 56
Snorrabraut is the furriers Feldur
which also has a workshop on the
premises.

Bankastraeti

The short street that runs up the hill
from Leekjartorg, to meet Laugavegur,
is a design lover's delight. Filled with
jewellers and design clothes stores,
this short street also hosts Iceland's
favourite coffee shop, Kaffitar at
Bankastreeti 8. There are 6 shop-
dotted over Reykjavik with the latest
opening on the top floor at Perlan.
Motivated by passion and profession-
alism, Kaffitar is always a delight to
visit. If you are running for cover, run




Shopping in Reykjavik

126 | 127

to 82 Hverfisgata where Reykjavik
Raincoats has the ideal coat for you.
ZO-ON Iceland is at no.10 and sells
trendy clothing for all sorts of weath-
er, encouraging people to “Get Out
There” and enjoy the great outdoors.
Skoélavordustigur

Skélavordustigur is one of the most
attractive streets in Reykjavik. It runs
from the corner of the main shopping
streets, Laugavegur and Bankastreeti,
up to the magnificent Hallgrimskirkja
church. In front of the church, a stat-
ue of Leifur-the-Lucky watches over
the shoppers as they walk along the
street, admiring the charming old

houses, browsing through the win-
dows of stores and galleries. Whether
you're looking for Icelandic design,
souvenirs, woollen goods, photo-
graphs of Iceland or exotic arts and
crafts, you'll find it here. Near the top
of the street and the church is the art-
ist Lana Matusa at Skélavordustigur
41. Lana has participated in more
than 120 international shows.
Inspired by Icelandic nature, the artist
creates beautiful high-fired ceramics
with a special lava design — unique in
Iceland. Since the store is also Lana’s
work studio, customers have direct
contact with the artist.

OUR MASTER WATCHMAKER NEVER
LOSES HIS CONCENTRATION

LBE

URSMIBUR
simi: 551-4100

Laugavegi 62 -
www.gilbert.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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Shopping in 100 Reykjavik

At The Handknitting Association,
no.19, you can buy quality woollen
goods directly from the people who
made them. They also have another
store at 31 Borgartin. Guélaugur
A. Magnuasson (GAM) at no. 10 is
a long-established jeweller shop and
silversmith renowned for its creative,
unique designs and high quality piec-
es. There are a number of art galleries
dotted along Skélavérdurstigur as well
as eclectic coffee shops.

Not quite downtown, but close enough,
you will find the artisan Jéhannes
in his store, Icelandic Knives at
Dalbraut. These knives are hand-
made with the finest steel and unique
shafts of wood or bone. The special-
ized Icelandic Hunting Knife is a firm
favourite amongst buyers. (See no.1
on map of Reykjavik for location)

Reykjavik’s Oldest Area

Adalstreeti is Reykjavik's oldest street
where Iceland’'s settler, Ingdélfur
Arnarson, built his farm after 874
AD. This may be a short street but it
is not short of vibrancy. Beside the
Ingélfstorg square, Adalstreeti hosts
restaurants, a museum, a perfume
shop and a hotel or two.

Further up the street, in Vesturgata
is Kirsuberjatréd, where the original
19th century shelves are filled with co-
lourful and lively clothes, accessories,
utensils and decorative pieces for the
home. Everything is handmade by the
ten women who run this well-known
co-operative of artists.

Photo: Courtesy of Kirsuberjatréd
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CREATIVE A gallery run by 10 women
LOCAL artists in a historical old house
MAKERS in the center of Reykjavik

KIRSUBERJATRED

VESTURGATA 4 101 REYKJAVIK +354 562 8990 www.kirs.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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GAM
ICELANDIC DESIGN
INSPIRED BY NATURE

AND EARTH'S

TREASURES

SKOLAVORBUSTIG 10
101 REYKJAVIK
WWW.GAM.IS

See no. 1 on RVK map
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Lana Matwia

Oil paintings, ceramic sculptures, lava people, unique teapots

Skolavéroustig 41,101 Reykjavik — Monday-Friday: 10.00 - 18:00
Phone: +354 551 57 99 Saturday: 11:00 - 16:00
www.svetlanamatusa.com Sunday: closed

www.visitorsguide.is
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BUY DIRECTLY
FROM THE PEOPLE
WHO MAKE THEM

For centuries, Icelanders have
depended on sheep to provide the
wool for warm knitted garments that
helped them to endure the long, cold
winters. So knitting, which used to
be first and foremost a necessity,

is still a pastime for many and a
highly appreciated craft. Traditional
handknitted Icelandic sweaters,
known in Iceland as “Lopapeysa’,
are still as popular as ever. They are
now a fashionable item to be worn

at home or to social gatherings.

Back in 1977, a few Icelandic women
who had used their knitting to
supplement family incomes, decided
to join forces. The aim was to
establish an organisation that could
facilitate better and more extensive
marketing of their products. Thus
the Handknitting Association

was born.

Soon after it was established,
the Association opened a store
to sell members woollen goods.
Offering a wide selection of
traditional handknitted Icelandic

sweaters, the range of products

also includes special designs and

a variety of woollen products from
leading Icelandic manufacturers.
Naturally, with hundreds of active
knitters remaining, the main store
located at Skoélavordustigur 19, in

one of the oldest parts of town, is

the main destination for Icelandic
wool, patterns and supplies. The
other store is in Borgartun 31, close
to Hotel Cabin. There you find all the
same products as in Skélavordustigur
in a bright spacious place and a good
place to park.

Right from the very start, our motto
has been: Buy directly from the
people who make them. We maintain
a high standard and each hand-
made garment quality checked
before it reaches the shelves of our
shops.

Our customers can count on the fact
that they’re buying quality products
made with unique

Icelandic materials.”




TAX FREE
SHOPPING

SAVE UP 10 14%

THE
OF
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GREAT PRICES ON ORVIS PRODUCTS // TAX FREE SHOPPING

EVERYTHING FOR THE ANGLER

Q Laugavegur 178, 105 RVK
. +354 551 6770

@ vesturrost.is

DID YOU KNOW: You can locate many more shops on our website?
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FJALLA
KOFINN

The real outdoor
specialist store

wyzgily L Bayigavii
Helneleinl 7 Rayigaviic

(E[D & Black Diamond

FJALLA
KOFINN

3 shops: Kringlan7 | Laugavegur 11 | Reykjavikurvegur 64 | Tel: 510 9505 | fiallakofinnis £33

www.visitorsguide.is
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Icelandic Designers in City Centre

In recent years, Icelandic design has
burst onto the scene and is making a
name for itself with highly-talented de-
signers coming home to deliver their
talents after being educated at the best
creative centres of the world, Emphasis
is usually on modern style with a very
distinctive Icelandic twist. Many of
these young creators sell internation-
ally and are becoming more and more
sought after. Although Reykjavik’s city
centre has become their venue with a
growing number of small shops, show-
rooms and galleries, there are also a

number of designers who live in the
countryside from where they get their
inspiration. Look out for local designers
in the villages around the country.

Handverk og Hénnun (Crafts and
Design) is a non-profit foundation for
designers and artists in Iceland and a
platform from which many launch their
careers in Iceland.

On the website: http://www.hand-
verkoghonnun.is/en, there is a com-
prehensive list of Icelandic designers
and images of their works.

REYKJAVIK

RAINCOATS

STORE LOCATIONS:
HARPA / LAUGAVEGUR 70

REYKJAVIK RAINCOATS - HVERFISGATA 82 - WWW.REYKJAVIKRAINCOATS.COM
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The Old Harbour Area

The charming Old Harbour was trans-
formed into a dynamic neighborhood
when a group of energetic individu-
als renovated old fishermen’s huts to
revamp this historic area. Just a few
minutes’ walk from the city centre, the
Old Harbour Area is now a hub of de-
licious seafood restaurants, whale and
bird watching tours, stylish design bou-
tiques, arts and crafts, souvenir and cof-
fee shops as well as a cinema. Enjoy the
view of the ocean from one of the wa-
terfront restaurants, the boats, the bustle
of a genuine working harbour and the
smell of the sea. There are a number of
good restaurants in the area, the newest

being Caruso Harbor, offering a de-
lightful mix of Italian and Mediterrranean
cuisine with a view of the working har-
bour. Next door is Kopar, which focus-
es on creative dishes using lcelandic in-
gredients. Iceland’s original burger joint,
Hamborgarabdllan, is a favourite place
for locals to grab a quick bite. Raw on
the inside, this popular place is housed
in the iconic rounded building on a
street called Burgerjoint at the start of
the whale watching pier. Further up the
road is the friendly Forréttabarinn, a
great place to go for pre-dinner drinks
or a great meal.

o8 %, Grandi
A 2 randi
< %, District
o
Sty
%t Reykjavik Old Harbour
&
7
/esturbaer Q)%&
C A/J/'/@,,d
E,\IQ@“
S & .
Y & G
g 8 s
SRS IS
S & <
‘ S £
& S
$ &
(?0\ & 8
& < i~ é
3 SMarp, & . ay, § 2 . ®
JS 9 N O/g,/g Z B %0, @ Kolaportid Flea Market y ®
2 A o = 3
%, & W) & £, Y & S,
\ \@7 Hafnarsrati §° g‘:’,sgafa
% 6'1/5 . © U”ga/ é” Ausfllrs, $ 6)@
& Cap, & 5 ® - ol @® S
S5 & & Kirk, £ o ES ;
'*(z\\(b /. G 5 Hust G '{"76‘[, ”/Sgg;g 3 5 él/]dar



The Old Harbour Area 138 | 139

restaurants.is

Over 150 good restaurants in the countryside on
the page. Below are some good and selective ones
in each region, with more information such as
pictures, text and more.

Restaurant Address Type

South of Iceland

Fidrubordid Eyrarbraut 3, 825 Stokkseyri Seafood & fusion

Hafid Blaa Oseyrarbryggja Icelandic cuisine
(5 min from - 820 Eyrarbakki)

HVER Restaurant — Breidumark 1c, 810 Hveragerdi  Icelandic cuisine

Hotel Ork

Rauda Husid Budarstigur 4, 820 Eyrarbakki Icelandic cuisine

Vitinn Vitatorg 7, 245 Sandgerdi Icelandic cuisine

North

Akureyri Backpackers Hafnarstreeti 98, 600 Akureyri International cuisine

Greifinn Glerargata 20, 600 Akureyri Icelandic cuisine

Gamli Baukur Hafnarstétt 9, 640 Husavik Icelandic cuisine

Mulaberg Bistro Hafnarstreeti 87, 600 Akureyri Icelandic cuisine

West

Fosshotel Borgarbraut 6, 340 Stykkishdlmur Icelandic cuisine

Stykkishélmur

East

Lake Hotel - Eldhusid Egilsstadir 1-2, 700 Egilsstadir Icelandic cuisine

f Veitingastadir.is

www.visitorsguide.is
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Grandi District

Walking further along the Old Harbour
area, past the ship yard and along the
waterfront to the Maritime Museum
(read about the museum in the cul-
ture chapter), you will have reached
the Grandi District. This area is a won-
derful example of how tourism has
replaced fishing as the top industry
in Iceland. A host of art galleries and
designers' workshops are located in
disused fishermen's baiting sheds or
store rooms. Fish processing plants
still exist in the area and Grandi is still
the hub for fishermen and their catch.
Grandagardur consists of a long row
of baiting sheds that have been revi-
talized by artists and designers, bring-
ing art and food to the area. The ice-
cream connoisseur, Valdis is a very
popular place amongst Icelanders. The

designer store, Farmers and Friends,
has made a name for itself for its
unique woolen items and form-fitting
pants. If you can’t get to see the north-
ern lights on your tour, don't despair,
Aurora Reykjavik at the roundabout
on Grandagardur is the perfect sub-
stitute to see this celestial spectacle.
At 16 Grandagardur, Bergsson RE
is the place to go for a good lunch of
fresh fish. Moving onto the next street,
Fiskisl6d, Whales of Iceland has an
informative display of life-size whales.
Cheaper grocery stores Bénus, Nettd
and Krénan are also located on this
street. The Grandi District is definite-
ly a place to take your time, relax and
shop. Or just sit in the sun at one of the
coffee shops and watch the activity in
the harbour.
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Grandabryggja

\\ Richand contras